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L.ETTKKS  TO  u.N'BKLiisvKRS . NO.  II.  hoDcst  difference  of  opinion.  They  waged!!  women  you  behold  the  natural  fruits  of  infi- 

miKEAso.NABLE  MODES  OF  ATTACKING  CHRISTIANITY,  wars  for  the  promotion  of  sectarian  views  ofj|delity.  Some  of  the  number  have  confessed 

Fkllow-Citizf.ns  : — My  last  letter  contain-  religion.  They  submitted  to  the  tyranny  of  a|l  that  their  downward  course  commenced  in 
ed  an  explanation  of  the  nature,  causes,  occa-  corrupt  priesthood.  They  exhibited  little  of,' the  neglect  of  the  means  of  religious  im- 
gions,  and  present  state  of  infidelity.  In  the  the  spirit  and  few  of  the  virtues  of  the  Gos-  provement.  No  doubt  others  would  have  made 
present  communication  I  shall  endeavor  to  pel.  These  and  similar  facts  no  one  will  deny,  similar  confessions,  had  they  disclosed  the 
prove,  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  honest  mind,  What  use  do  you  make  of  these  facts  in  j  whole  truth  in  relation  to  their  progress  in  ini- 
ihat  the  most  of  your  modes  of  attacking!  your  attacks  upon  Christianity  ?  Calltomind  quity.  Yes;  whenever  you  hear  of  adrunk- 
Christianity  are  irrational.  Let  the  same  kind  the  contents  of  some  of  your  papers,  pamph-  ard,  a  libertine,  a  shameless  female,  you  may 
of  reasoning  which  you  employ  against  the  lets  and  books.  Recollect  the  burden  of  ma-  ibe  sure  they  are  unbelievers.  So,  too,  when 
Gospel  be  applied  in  a  similar  way  to  any  opin-  ny  a  conversation  and  lecture.  The  amount  you  read  of  a  thief,  a  robber,  a  pirate,  you  may 
ion,  system,  society,  or  institution  whatsoever,  of  what  you  have  said  may  be  stated  thus  :  rank  them  with  infidels.  And  so  sure  as  you 
and  I  sincerely  believe  that  you  would  unhesi-  “  You  see  in  these  particulars  the  only  legiti-  have  any  thing  to  do  with  infidel  principles, 
tatiiigly  pronounce  it  sophistical  and  unsatis-  mate  fruits  of  the  Gospel.  And  will  you  suf-  so  sure  you  will  be  led  on  from  one  degree  of 
factory.  And  if  you  will  give  your  candid  fer  a  system  to  survive  which  has  produced  iniquity  to  another,  until  you  arc  completely 
attention  to  my  remarks  and  illustrations,  I  such  an  abundant  harvest  of  ignorance,  vice  ruined.” 

think  that  you  will  admit  my  conclusions  and  and  misery?  No;  down  with  superstition;  Would  you  call  this  correct  reasoning  1  To 
acknowledge  to  your  own  souls  that  most  of  down  with  priestcraft ;  down  with  the  Bible.”  this  statement  you  would  probably  reply  in 
your  opposition  to  religion  is  unreasonable.  This  is  one  of  your  favorite  modes  of  attack-  terms  like  the  following:  “  We  acknowledge 

I  Christia7is  of  past  a^es.  ing  Christianity.  But  is  it  not  as  unreasonable  that  many  abandoned  men  and  women  have 

1.  What  has  been  thrintellectual,  moral,  to  condemn  religion  on  account  of  the  conduct  professed  to  have  no  belief  in  Christianity; 

and  religious  condition  of  Heathen  nations?  professed  believers  of  past  ages,  as  to  con-  but  we  do  not  admU  that  it  was  their  unbelief 
Have  they  not  been  degraded  by  ignorance,  ^^ason  on  account  of  the  conduct  of  an-  which  made  them  depraved.  It  was  their  de- 

enslaved  by  priestcraft,  tormented  by  super-  cient  Heathen  nations?  Yes ;  in  rny  estima-  pravity  that  induced  them  to  renounce  that 
stition,  debased  by  idolatry,  polluted  by  crime,  is  much  more  irrational  than  religion  which  threatened  the  wicked  with  fu- 

«nd  made  wretched  bv  wickedness  *  Have  unassisted  reason  has  uni-  ture  punishment.  They  were  ruined  before 

they  not  excluded  woman  from  her  rightful  formly  produced  ignorance,  superstition,  idola-  they  called  themselves  unbelievers ;  and  many 
share  in  the  blessings  of  life?  Have  they  not  ‘7’  pnestcraft  and  wickedness.  Read  the  of  them  we  never  acknowledged  as  belonging 
sacrificed  human  victims  to  their  idols  ?  No  history  of  ancient  and  modern  Heathen  na-  to  our  party.  They  are  no  fair  specimen  of 
one  acquainted  with  history  will  deny  these  and  you  will  not  feel  disposed  to  con-  our  company.  We  ask  you  to  look  at  the  yir- 

^  trovert  this  assertion.  When  the  Christian  tuous,  to  Jearn  the  influence  of  our  principles. 

“now  suppose  I  should  reason  concerning  church  was  in  its  most  degraded  condition,  the  As  we  have  no  expectation  of  another  life,  if 
these  undisputed  truths  in  the  following  man-  great  body  of  professed  believers  were  much  we  act  consistently  with  our  belief  we  shall 
ner:  “  You  learn  from  these  particulars  the  superior  to  their  Heathen  neighbors  ;  and  ma-  surely  avoid  every  thing  which  can  give  us 
true  condition  of  the  Heathen  world.  Youii^y^Pj.  acquired  knowledge  and^  misery  or  shorten  our  days.  And  to  condemn 

see  what  unaided  reason  can  do  for  mankind.px^iibited  a  virtuous  character  amidst  the  gene-  our  principles,  on  account  of  the  character  of 
Her  natural,  her  best,  her  only  fruits  are  ig-li?!  corruption.  Besides,  the  Gospel  never  au-  the  abandoned  portion  of  our  party,  is  truly 
norance,  superstition,  iniquity,  and  wretched-ij ‘homed  any  one  of  the  evils  mentioned;  ,t  unreasonable. 

ness.  She  is  therefore  a  great  curse  to  the  the  whole  in  the  most  unequivocal  2.  Let  me  apply  this  illustration.  Look  at 

human  family  ;  for  these  evils  do  not  exist'! ‘hot,  after  all,  we  must  attribute  the  Christians  of  our  country.  They  are  nu- 
among  the  brute  creation  ;  and  consequentlylllhcm  to  reason  or  infidelity.  Is  it  not,  then,  Jmerous;  they  belong  to  every  class  and  condi- 
it  becomes  our  solemn  duty  to  labor  for  to  condemn  Chris-  in  society;  they  profess  every  variety  of 

destruction.”  jitianity  on  account  of  the  unchristian  conduct|, creed.  Among  this  great  company  you  may 

Would  you  consider  this  correct  reasoning  ? I,  practical  unbelievers,  than  it  would  bo  to  behold  every  diversity  of  character.  You  see 
No.  You  would  doubtless  reply  :  We  admit  reasTin  on  account  of  the  evils  which  |some  who  are  superstitious,  some  who  are  fa- 

the  accuracy  of  your  statement,  but  we  deny,  always  existed  in  every  Heathen  nation  Ijinatical,  some  who  are  bigoted,  some  who  are 
the  legitimacy  of  your  conclusion.  Your  de- ®PP®®  ‘®  y®®*' honesty  for  an  answer.  !i  dishonest,  some  who  are  intemperate,  some 

scription,  however  true,  is  partial  and  decep- 1  H.  Christians  of  the  present  period.  jiwho  are  licentious,  and  some  who  are  guilty 

live.  For  reason  produces  other  and  better  re- 1  1.  What  has  been  the  character  of  unbe-|;of  other  crimes.  These  are  the  facts  as  they 

suits  even  among  the  uncivilized;  and  the  evils  I  lievers  in  modern  times?  Collect  into  one  oxist  before  the  world. 

mentioned  arise  principally  from  her  want  of  'company  all  the  individuals  of  both  sexes  who:|  What  use  do  you  make  of  these  facts.  You 
cultivation.  Let  her  be  educated  and  enlighl-ii  have  professed  to  reject  Christ  and  Christiani-'|  endeavor  to  employ  them  for  the  destruction  of 
ened,  and  she  will  yield  a  rich  return  of  vir-  ty.  Among  the  number  you  will  discover  a']  Christianity.  Look  over  your  papers  of  the 
tue  and  happiness.  And  to  attempt  her  destruc-  i  considerable  portion  of  the  ignorant,  the  de-|last  five  years.  A  very  large  proportion  of 
tion,  because  in  a  slate  of  ignorance  she  does]  graded,  the  abandoned.  You  will  notice  many  j  their  pages  are  filled  with  accounts  of  the  un- 
not  perform  impossibilities,  would  be  as  absurd]  of  the  intemperate,  many  of  the  corrupters  ofijchristian  conduct  and  dispositions  of  professed 
as  to  kill  the  child  because  he  does  not  exhibit  !  youth,  many  thieves,  robbers,  and  pirates,  ma-i!  believers.  This  has  been  made  one  principal 
the  powers  of  manhood.  Your  attack  uponllny  of  the  inmates  of  prisons  and  the  victims !  argument  against  the  truth  and  value  of  our 
reason,  on  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  lea-ljof  the  gallows.  I  state  facts  which  no  intelli- 1  religion.  You  reason  on  this  subject  in  terms 
then,  is  truly  unreasonable.  jigent  person  will  deny  ;  not  in  order  to  cast  re-  somewhat  like  the  following  :  “  Here  you  see 

2.  Let  me  now  apply  this  illustration.  What  proach  upon  the  virtuous  portion  of  the  com-  the  fruits  of  the  Gospel.  One  man  is  turned 

has  been  the  condition  of  Christians  in  some  pany,  but  for  the  sake  of  argument.  out  of  the  church  for  an  honest  difference  of 

former ago^of  the  church?  Many  of  the  num-  Suppose  I  should  make  these  facts  a  foun-  opinion  ;  another  is  disturbing  the  peace  of  his 
ber  were  uneducated,  superstitious,  fanatical,  dation  for  the  following  conclusions :  “  In  the  neighborhood  by  his  fanaticism.  One,  who 
bigoted.  They  persecuted  each  other  for  an  lives  and  deaths  of  these  debased  men  and  is  a  deacon,  has  cheated  his  neighbor;  and  a 
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minister  has  probably  been  guilty  of  murder.  I  tings,  or  listen  to  one  word  of  their  converse- |!of  revelation.  Nor  is  this  all.  While  unbe- 

And  will  you  any  longer  tolerate  a  system  lion  or  harangues.  Until  they  agree  on  some  llievers  are  agreed  on  no  principles  of  faith  or 

which  destroys  the  peace  of  families  and  is  a  ■  fundamental  principles  of  belief  and  conduct,  j  morals,  there  is  among  Christians  all  but  the 

curse  to  the  country?”  ilyou  should  consider  their  pretensions  unwor-ljmost  entire  unanimity  as  to  every  thing  essen- 

This,  then,  is  another  of  your  common  % ‘^e  least  notice  or  attention.”  jltial  to  a  holy  life,  a  peaceful  death,  and  a  hap- 

modes  of  attacking  Christianity.  But  is  it  not"  Would  you  approve  this  mode  of  attackingtpy  immortality.  We  all  believe  in  the  exist- 

as  unreasonable  to  condemn  the  Gospel  on  ac-  infidelity  ?  1  think  you  would  make  some  such  Ijence  and  perfections  of  one  all-perfect  Deity. 

count  of  the  vices  of  professing  Christians,  as  reply  as  this:  ”  We  admit  the  truth  of  your:  We  all  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of 

to  condemn  infidelity  on  account  of  the  wick-i  statements.  We  do  not  pretend  to  be  agreed:  the  living  God,  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

edness  of  professed  infidels?  Yes  ;  it  is  much  among  ourselves.  We  must  first  remove  the We  all  believe  that  the  Scriptures  contain  the 

more  irrational.  For  there  is  nothing  in  infi-iigre^t  mass  of  error  from  the  minds  of  people,;  record  of  a  divine  revelation.  We  all  believe 

delity  to  deter  any  one  from  wickedness.  Ma-|!  attempt  to  rear  the  temple  of  truth.  ||that  religion  consists  in  loving  our  heavenly 

ny  have  confessed  that  it  led  them  into  vice  ;  ' ^  present,  it  is  our  mam  business  to  prove  all  i' Father  supremely,  a,nd  our  fellow-men  as  our- 

and  that,  if  true,  it  was  not  useful  to  individu-ii'^®fig‘®"s  false,  and  pernicious  in  their  effects;:  selves.  Weall  believe  that  no  one  can  be  truly 

als  or  society.  At  this  moment,  there  are  in;YP®”  individuals  and  society.  We  all  believe;! happy  either  here  or  hereafter  without  moral 

this  commonwealth  numerous  young  men  who|ia®‘'ai’fiing  to  the  evidence  presented,  on  what-  goodness.  All  our  difl'erences  of  opinion  might 

were  virtuous  until  they  embraced  infidel  prin-i  subject  arises.  We  are  free  intjuirers,  re-||be  banished  from  the  world  without  the  least 

ciples ;  now  they  are  very  thoroughly  depraved.  ]' from  all  the  shackles  of  superstition  and  |jinjury  to  the  cause  of  Christianity.  Is  it  not, 

I  think  one  or  more  of  such  cases  must  occur  We  ask  no  one  to  believe  our  opin-  ;  then,  infinitely  more  unreasonable  to  condemn 

to  the  minds  of  most  of  you.  From  much  in.iii®”^'  We  only  desire  the  people  to  give  up;  the  Gospel  on  account  of  the  various  creeds  of 

quiry,  some  reading,  and  considerable  observa-i  ^fi®*'^  prejudices  and  prepossessions.  When  professed  believers,  than  it  would  be  to  con- 

tion,  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  unbelief  naturally'.'^®  produced  a  universal  skepticism  as  to'ldemn  infidelity  on  account  of  the  total  want  of 

leads  to  vice  and  wretchedness  Nor  is  ihisi'®''®’^y  ®x‘sting  creed,  then  we  shall  find  time;  agreement  among  unbelievers?  Let  common 

aU  Thrnariir"?i™IS  “f  “»•  answer. 

very  large  in  proportion  to  the  whole  body  A»d  to  condemn  our  cause  on  account  jy  Expense  of  mamtainvig  Christianity. 

whilp  thp  niimhpr  nf  nrnfp<!<!PH  bplipvpr<5  whn' 0'^'^  diflereiices  of  opinion  IS  perfectly  un- >  a  XT  ,  .  . 

while  the  number  01  professed  believers  who  ,  f  j  1.  How  much  does  it  cost  our  commonwealth 

disgrace  their  profession  IS  very  small. n  com-  •  illustration  Pro-  th®  »«®ans  of  education  to  all  its  in- 

parison  with  the  whole  multitude.  Besides,'  ^®\  V  ®.  iiiusirauon.  rro  ,  ,  •  ,  Tn  pn«vvpr 

every  sincere  Christian  is  ready  to  condemn  the Christians  profess  to  take  the  Scrip-  hab  tants  .  lo  answer  this  question  satisfac- 
everj  Sincere  v^nristian  is  ready  to  condemn  ^  j  standard  of  faith  and  practice,  Y®®  "'®st  estimate  the  expense  of  schoo 

iniquities  of  a  professor  of  religion,  as  severely,; sianuara  oi  laiin  anu  , u  4 /  j  • 

as  he  denounces  those  of  an  infidel  and  much'  individual  of  the  whole  body  is  exhorted  nouses,  academies,  colleges,  and  other  neces- 
as  he  denounces  those  ol  an  inhdel,  and  much  p  himself  and  abide  bv  the  bmldings-  ^  ou  must  also  ascertain  the 

more  so.  And  above  all,  the  Gospel  forbids^! ®.‘" nimseii,  anu  doiue  oy  uie^  ^  Llnries  mid  to  m-ilp  nnd 

ever'pevil  which  now  exists  in  Christendom  ||'■®sults  of  his  investigation.  Owing  to  the  o^ount  ol  salaries  paid  to  male  and  female 

ever  evii  wnicn  now  exists  in  vynrisienoom.||  differences  in  the  constitution  of  the  teachers  of  public  and  private  schools,  to  pre- 

It  threatens  punishment  to  all  who  disobey  the  «*nerences  in  ine  consiiiuiion  oi  ‘o®,  .  r  Vj  •  .pd  nrofp«i^or<,  in  hirrhpx 

divine  nrecents  So  far  then  as  anv  one  does  ‘O'ofis  of  people,  to  our  different  education  and  cepters  01  academies,  and  pro  essors  in  higher 

divine  precepts.  &o  lar,  then,  as  any  one  does  j  g  g  3  preiudices  and  to  the  obscurity  institutions.  To  all  this  you  must  add 

wrojij,  so  far  hio  sm  js  allributable  to  pracltcal  Zre  and  apparatus,  the  value  of 

infidehty, and  no  to  h.a  beltef  tn  Jesus  Is  time  of  those  pupils  who  are  old  enough 

not,  then,  infinitely  more  unreasonable  lo  con-,  arises  a  consmeraoie  unersiij  01  oeiiei  nnd  «  varim,.  nf  • 

demn  Christianity  on  account  of  the  unchris- equally  sincere  and  pious  Christians.  i|\o  earn  wages,  and  a  variety  of  contingencies, 
demn  lyhnstiaqity  on  .account  ol  the  unchris  ^  believer  will  be  disposed  to  deny  the  truth ''When  you  have  obtained  the  sum,  you  wi  1 
■tan  conductof  prac  teal  infidels,  than  '■  ‘"““:,learn  th'at  it  costs  this  state  several  hundred 

he  to  condemn  infidel, ty  on  account  of  the  vices  X  ujejo  von  make  of  this  fact  in '  ‘bousand  dollars,annnallv,  to  provide  the  means 

:ctnces"anstfer“  “"'fyour  mtTct  on  Chris’;i.“niy^^^^^  education  for  the  whole  people. 

T^-rr  '  c  •  •  m  'of  your  remarks  may  be  thus  expressed:  “You!'  Suppose  a  reformer  should  come  amoiicf  you 

111,  D.Serencaofopmto^aniong  to  embrace  the  Gospel.  We  ash  from  one  of  the  Stales  of  our  Union  in  which 

1.  What  is  the  present  stale  of  belief  on  re-'  you  to  meniion  its  essential  principles.  No  two  no  public  provision  is  made  for  the  education  of 
ligious  subjects  among  the  anti-christians  ofi  of  you  give  us  the  same  answers.  What  one  |, children  and  youth.  Suppose  he  should  go 
our  country  ?  If  I  may  credit  your  own  state-|  pronounces  saving  truth,  another  denounces  as  from  lowm  to  town,  lecturing  in  terms  like  the 
meiits,  there  exists  almost  every  possible  va-' j-uinous  error.  Before  you  call  upon  us  to  be-  following:  “Citizens  of  Massachusetts,  per- 
rieiy.  Some  believe  in  one  God  and  some  in^  jjeve,  you  should  come  to  some  agreement 'mil  me  to  say  that  your  conduct  in  relation  to 
no  (Tod.  Some  believe  that  Jesus  was  a  good;  urnong  youselves.  So  long  as  you  remain  thus  j,  the  subject  of  education  is  exceedingly  foolish, 
man,  others  regard  him  as  an  impostor,  and  divided  in  sentiment,  you  cannot  expect  us  to  You  annually  expend  for  this  object  several 
others,  again,  prevend  that  no  such  person  eyer^  listen  to  your  claims.  If  those  who  profess  to  jhundred  thousand  dollars.  And  what  do  you 
lived  on  earth.  Some  believe  in  a  future  life,^  be  the  expounders  of  Christianity  cannot  in- !  receive  for  all  thi.s  money  ?  Nothing  but  an  in- 
aiid  others  think  W'e  shall  all  perish  like  the  form  us  in  what  its  fundamental  doctrines  con-,  finite  variety  of  evils;  You  erect  half  a  dozen 
brutes.  In  short,  there  is  no  kind  of  agree-  ^ist,  surely  this  circumstance  ought  to  condemn  buildings  in  every  town.  You  support  a  class 
ment  in  opinion  among  unbelievers,  on  thejjbe  system  as  a  human  fabrication.  We  shall  of  men  and  women  who  are  too  lazy  and  too 
subject  of  religion.  No  one  acquainted  with  .j(.pQf(jjfjg]y  endeavor  to  destroy  its  pretensions  proud  lo  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their 
your  w’ritings  will  deny  the  truth  of  this  stale-  [q  [^e  character  of  a  revelation,  and  try  to  in-;  brow.  They  take  your  children  from  all  use- 
tuent.  'duce  the  young  to  give  no  attention  to  the  sub-;iful  labor,  and  they  qualify  them  for  every  spe- 

Suppose  I  should  adopt  the  following  rea-  ject,  until  you  can  tell  us  what  the  Gospel  is.’V  cies  of  mischief  and  crime.  If  none  were 
soiling  on  this  subject :  “  You  see  that  infidels  This  is  another  of  your  common  modes  of  taught  to  read  or  write,  there  would  be  no 
differ  from  one  another  on  almost  every  reli-  attacking  Christianity.  But  is  it  not  as  unrca-,|nevvspnpers  to  keep  you  all  the  time  quarrel- 
gious  subject.  This  great  diversity  of  opinion  ^sonable  to  condemn  religion  because  a  differ- idling  about  politics;  there  would  be  none  of 
manifests  the  danger  of  renouncing  revelation.'  ence  of  opinion  exists  among  the  disciples  of|:those  law-books  to  cheat  you  out  of  your  pro- 
Their  principal  exertions  seem  to  be  aimed  at'  Jesus,  as  to  condemn  infidelity  on  account  of,  perty;  there  wouldbenoneofthosebooksoftra- 
the  destruction  of  every  thing  which  can  pro-  the  want  of  agreement  among  unbelievers  ?i  vels  to  entice  away  your  young  men  from  their 
mote  holiness  and  happiness.  They  take  no  Yes;  to  me  it  appears  much  more  unreasona-j|Country ;  there  would  be  no  forgers  nor  coun¬ 
pains  to  build  up  any  code  of  laws  for  the  pre-  ble.  For  when  we  ask  you  to  believe  the  Gos-j  terfeiters  ;  in  short,  there  would  be  none  of  that 
servation  of  society.  It  will  be  time  enough  pel,  we  do  not  mean  any  one  of  the  various j  infinitc  series  of  evils  which  now  consume 
to  attend  to  their  claims  when  they  shall  have  sectarian  systems.  We  wish  you  to  go  directly  liyour  time  and  money,  and  destroy  your  peace 
framed  a  new  system  of  morals,  better  adapted  to  the  Founder  of  our  religion,  and  learn  forjjand  equality.  I  speak  from  my  own  experi- 
to  human  nature  than  any  we  now  possess,  and  yourselves  the  essentials  of  Christianity.  Weijence.  I  know  nothing  of  your  book-learning; 
one  which  shall  make  themselves  wiser  and  desire  you  to  exercise  the  same  rights  which  Jand  I  have  amassed  a  fortune.  I  have  experi- 
better  and  happier  than  their  Christian  neigh-  we  claim  for  ourselves.  Above  all,  we  wish '  enced  no  inconvenience,  and  enjoyed  much 
bors.  And  until  such  a  period,  you  will  aetj  you  to  acquire  that  holiness  of  heart  and  life'  more  happiness  than  my  reading  neighbors.  I 
very  unwisely  to  read  one  page  of  their  wri-i  which  furnishes  an  internal  witness  of  the  truth  "think,  therefore,  that  you  act  very  unwisely  to 
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expend  such  sums  of  precious  gold  and  silver  ney  ?  No.  Look  into  the  world~l3  not  gold  {{braced  were,  in  my  estimation,  unscripiural.  1  was 
for  that  which  produces  nothing  but  misery  ollener  a  curse  than  a  comfort  ?  And  what  so-l's'lpnfe*!  by  being  told  that  he  (the  preacher)  knew 
and  ruin  ;  and  as  a  reformer  I  call  upon  you  to  lace  can  it  render  in  sickness  ?  What  support*  •**  be  sound,  and  wished  nothing  said  ogainst 
close  your  school  houses,  dismiss  your  teach-  in  trial  ?  What  consolation  in  affliction  ?  What  ‘*'®'f**  He  requested  me  to  withdraw  and  they 
ers,  destroy  your  printing  presses,  and  burn  peace  to  remorse  ?  What  joy  in  death  ?  What  “P®"  "’y  ""d  report  to  me.  They 

vour  libraries.”  preparation  for  eternity  ?  Can  education  make  *  ''ave,  however,  Acw/d  that 

Would  you  consider  this  sound  and  conclu-  men  good  ?  It  may  qualify  them  for  greater  relusJirg^mra  l«ter^ 
sive  reasoning  ?  I  think  you  would  be  very  evil  as  well  as  for  greater  virtue.  Of  itself  it  |  Having  thus  dissolved  'their  connexion  with  me 
ant  to  sav  m  reply :  “  bir,  we  have  listened  at-  is  insufficient  for  the  wants  of  man.  T?el  inrirkn  Lifl  A  DriVAte  niAnnPr.  u/ilLiiiit  liirmnllu  sx* 


have  alluded  are  the  abuses  of  education,  and!  out  the  influence  of  the  Gospel  on  our  heart-*  !  ""b  them.  Therefore. 

no.  .he  natural  fruiw  of  knowledge  WehaveeinceyieMedan  some  hu,nbledegre;;||.l,.. 

ought  also  to  understand  that  money  does  not!  to  its  guidance.  We  can  testify,  from  our  own  copal  church  my  fellowship  in  religious  sentiment 
answer^  every  want  of  human  nature.  ^  W  ej  experience,  that  it  satisfles  all  the  desires  of  - **tid  society  connexion — that  I  renounce  the  doc- 
have  tried  the  experiment  to  our  own  satisfac-i  the  mind.  We  know  that  it  makes  us  better  endless  misery  professed  by  its  members, 

tion.  We  know  by  our  own  experience,  thatj  and  happier.  And  although  you  may  have^:'”’"*  by  its  anieles  of  faith,  and  that  I  so- 

ihe  pleasures  of  the  mind  are  much  superior;  felt  no  great  inconvenience°from  its  absence  !**’"’"*^ 

to  those  of  the  body.  Wealso  know  that  our  from  your  heart,  it  is  only  because  those  around preachers  and  bishops, 
mfor.aa.ion  no.  only  gives  us  daily  comfor.,!  you  were  ac.ua.od  by  .'.s heavenly  spiril.  You'rnlS^^lr.llegfaTe^V.rCrC^^^^ 
but  qualifies  us  for  greater  enjoyment  and  use-[  believe  yourselves  to  be  reformers,  but  you  are'  deserving  the  reprobation  and  everlasting  opposi- 
fulness.  besides,  you  ought  to  see  that  with-  assuredly  laboring  for  the  overthrow  of  every  i' bon  of  every  true  republican.  ” 

out  learning  we  should  all  relapse  into  a  state  thing  valuable  on  earth,  education,  morals,  re-!  ,  Georgf,  VV.  Saxton. 

of  barbarism.  And  although  you  may  have!  ligion,  domestic  enjoyment,  individual  and  so-!'  Tioga  county,  February  9,  l82b. 

lived  very  well  without  a  knowl^edge  of  letters,  |  cial  happiness.  Is  it  not,  then,  infinitely  more  i'  iFortk*  Magazine  anu  juvocat,  i 

yet  this  IS  altogether  owing  to  the  civilized  and;  unreasonable  to  labor  for  the  destruction  of  re--  the  trinity. 

educated  state  of  those  around  you.  Instead,!  ligion  on  account  of  the  expense  of  its  main- :  “Prove  all  things,  hold  fust  that  which  is  good.”  St  Pani 
therefore,  of  being  a  real  reformer,  as  you  seem  i  tenance,  than  it  would  be  to  destroy  the  means  J  The  subject  which  heads  this  article,  seems'  to 
to  believe  yourself  to  be,  you  are  laboring  toj  of  education  for  the  same  reason  ?  Judge  ye!!be  at  variance  with  the  Scriptures  of  truth.  Yet 
degrade  us  to  the  savage  condition,  to  destroy!  for  yourselves.  B.  Whitman.  j'*‘^  establish  it,  the  talents  of  thousands  have  been 

all  the  refinements  of  life  and  all  the  blessings'  - -  !,  engaged, in  almost  every  age  since  the  Christian  era. 

of  society.  Your  present  attempt  to  subvert^  I  For  t^e  Magazine  and  Adeocate.i  !  Hven  admitting,  for  a  moment,  the  trinity  of  the 

the  means  of  education  and  knowledge,  on  ac-|  renunciation  and  exco.mmumcation  eternity, 

count  of  their  abuses  and  the  exnense  of  their  ak  .  e  ,  ai^u.-umunication.  substance  and  power,  who  are  really  one;)  and 

1  :„LnonPo  foil,,  .  J  »  ^  ^  ''80  I  was  led  to  (eel  the  good-  :‘hon  examining  this  subject  in  the  lightof  popular 

maintenance,  fully  proves  that  you  do  not  un-  ness  of  God,  and  being  convinced  of  my  unrecon-  trinitarianism,  and  drawing  our  conclusions  there- 
derstancl  even  the  hrst  principles  of  correct  ||Ciliaiion  tu  l»iin,  I  iva.s  constrained  to  submit  to  ;  it  presents  to  the  human  mind  two  charac- 

reasoning.”  Ijhis  love,  and  t<.  he  in  subjection  tu  his  will.  Af-  l‘ers.  («he  Father  and  Son.)  whonre  as  opposite  in 

2.  Let  me  apply  this  illustration.  It  costs  I eighteen  months  I  united  with  the  Me-  1  their  distinguishing  attributes,  as  light  and  dark- 
this  country  a  large  sum  of  money  to  support  which  I  walked  i' "ess,  or  love  and  hatred  !  According  to  the  views 

Christian  institutions.  This  fact  no  one  is  dis-  .  i  .  trinitarian  brethren  on  this  sub¬ 
nosed  to  deny.  What  use  do  vou  make  of  this  \lfl  *  ?  «P‘'n  the  I  ject.  we  infer  that  God  the  Father  is  an  unmerciful 

•  ^  fcx  1  ^  riL  •  •  •  ft  jCl.arailer  GoJ,  At  tunes  I  was  almost  pcrsu;i-i  being  to  all  his  intellitfentoflsDrinff* 

arcumstance  in  your  attacks  upon  Christianity?  deil  ihot  Universalism  was  true;  but  I  could  noil  and  that  his  ri/rdictirc  justice  imperiously  demands 
You  proclaim  it  to  the  public  m  every  possible  j|(/ause.l.  I  suppose,  by  the  traditions  of  the  day)  the  universal  and  endless  wretchedness  of  the  same 
manner;  in  your  conversation,  in  your  dis-ij**'^*  ‘‘  5'*  doctrine  taught  in  the  Scriptuns.  God  the  Son  is  a  merciful  and  forgiving  personage! 

courses,  in  your  publications  ;  thus  making  un  that  all  tempt  uions  arise  from  *he  exact  reverse  of  God  the  Father,  and  came  u^ii 

incessant  appeal  to  avarice,  the  lowest  passion!  *  supposed  my  thoughts  upon  Universal-  the  earth  to  save  mankind  from  the  wrath  of  the 

of  human  nature.  The  foreign  mother  of!  God  the  Fa- 

AmoriVnn  .‘nEdolWir  ‘  I  .  crmineo  not  to  give  way  to  such  (as  I  sup-i  therfcafrd  his  intelligent  though  wayward  offlturinir 

American  infide  .ty  repeats  the  fact  m  almost  posed)  temptations.  Hence  1  used  to  go  to  oneSf,  God  the  Son  loves,  pities  and  dies  forXm.  TS 

every  lecture  of  that  volume  to  W'hich  you  look!  my  nugiibors  and  hear  b-joks  read  against  Univer-I  the  Father  would  endlessly  airse  all _ God  the  Son 

as  an  oracle  of  vvisdom.  Her  satellites  echo|  s-dism  ;  but  I  did  not  do  that  a  great  while,  ns  Ui  would  save  and  bless  all.  From  God  the  Father 
it  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other,  in  I  **'e  more  I  he-ird  .against  it  the  |i  proceed  withering  curses  and  fiery  indignation 

terms  like  the  folio  ving  :  “Citizens  of  the!  ^  disposed  to  believe  the  doctrine  to  be ji upon  all  mankind — but  from  God  the  Son  proceed 
United  States,  you  act  like  fools.  It  costs  i  ,  .u  i  .i.  i  ^  i  blessinp,  peace,  joy,  and  glad  tidings,  and  sal- 

you  twenty  millions  of  money  every  year  for!  fori full H  *1  ‘  ‘he ‘•ontrast  afforded  by  the  com- 

-..i:.,*  I  -v  ^  ^  .  .  I ‘  '“‘‘Y  that  it  was  a  temp- imon  dogma  of  the  trinity,  X  R 

the  support  of  your  religion  .  Yes;  twenty  i  tationot  satan,  but  I  had  become  too  well  convinced!  Henrietta,  January,  1835. 

millions  are  worse  than  wasted,  in  building  I  to  believe  it.  My  views,  about  the  first  of  Octo-|' - - - — 

churches,  and  supporting  a  class  of  lazy,  quar-|  her  last,  became  more  extended  and  liberal  respect-  i  tyimgattntaHd  jdveeau.] 

relsome,  ministers,  who  divide  your  families,  '’{? God’s  character,  and  1  am  now  fully  convinced  ANECDOTE, 

consume  your  time,  distract  your  brains,  and  Inv  ‘‘“T8  ;  I  was  at  a  Methodist  meeting,  where,  after  the 

eat  up  your  substance.  We  have  done  with-  ,he  doctrines  taught  bv 'P'’®“®hpr  had  dealt  out  fire  and  brimstone  in  the 
out  any  of  your  superstition,  and  we  have  ex-j  after  my  openly  fcknowlcdgintr  mv,^eTt-«  L"""**  horrible  terms,  he  called  up  the  ••  mourners” 

perienced  no  disadvantage  from  our  unbelief|  salist.  l\va7vfsit;:i  After  he  h.d 

and  irreligion.  We  therefore  call  upon  youj  which  1  was  then  a  member,  in  order  to  talk  with  ifnees^  nneanned'h  it 
to  turn  your  temples  into  halls  of  science,  to  "J®/ i‘  in  ynin-that  I  was  deter-li  of  the  damned,  the  surphurou‘s"fll^ 
set  your  clergy  to  work,  to  spend  your  Sab-  not  to  bow  to  «  partial  (lod— he  left  me.  iof  their  torment  ascending  up  forever  and  ever 

baths  in  searching  into  the  qualities  of  matter,  Htulved  if  I  did"not'rhl'r  ®  shouting,  (as  he 

and  above  all.  to  aave  your  precious  money.”  ';lt;.bll  t  retm.^  7^  W “  rtS  There'h’.Vpen- 

This,  likewise,  is  a  most  favorite. mode  of  at-  jsaid  he  believed  that  a  man^  could  not  bl  a  Chris^  f  be  a  very  large  dog  m  tlw  hou^.  who  took  an 

tacking  Christianity.  tian  and  .  Universalis.-,"  Zch  "?  to  , a,  i  t,  t  it?,'  “■“>.?> "nd  bowl- 

Bat  is  it  not  as  unreasonable  to  condemn  "tder  to  make  the  man  love  Go'd’ that  i  ram  and  we  hid  ""a  a**  * 

Cbriatianity,  on  account  of  its  abuses  and  its  I”"  “f  I'-*  fellow-rreantres  the  meeting,  Vhlugh  the  ^  n»3 ™ S. 

rrrmVrZ'n^s  Y  'YetTrh^  “js  ■  *rp..ed  for  aietteri 

much  more  irrational  than  the  latter.  For  .he  cZriod  h"’  X”""  »f| '"d  dread  J  a.  hand.  He 

what  purpose  were  we  created  1  For  happiness,  .peak  i,  defimee.  Sad  whX  1  w^Xm  ^elf  "he'mt'lf  7  S'*  S  “ 

What  can  confer  this  valuable  blessing  T  Mo-  to  any  that  the  doctrines  which  I  had  hitherto  pm. I  J-  H-.?- 
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TRIAL  OF  FAITH. 

**  Beloved,  ihink  it  not  eirangc  concerning  ilie  fiery  irini  tliai  is 
•o  try  you  ae  IlKHigh  some  strange  tiling  happened  nnlo  you.” 

lPcleriv;12, 

The  following  most  feeling  letter,  we  think  cannot 
fail  of  being  read  with  interest  and  profit  by  all.  VVe 
hope  it  may  serve  to  excite  the  gratitude  and  quicken 
the  zeal  of  others  in  more  favored  circumstances,  and 
encourage  faith  and  fortitude  in  those  of  similar  condi¬ 
tion,  inducing  them  to  “go  and  do  likewise.’’  The 
writer  will  accept  our  thanks  for  the  list  of  ten  new  sub~ 
servers  he  has  furnished.  D.  S. 

Dear  Sir — Although  an  entire  stranger  to  you, 
I  cannot  feel  indifferent  to  the  cause  in  which  you 
are  engaged.  Having  been  educated  in  the  strict¬ 
est  manner,  in  the  Calvinistic  fuith,  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  order,  up  to  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  in 
my  native  State,  (Connecticut,)  knowing  no  other 
faith,  1  became  very  tenacious  and  partial  in  its 
favor.  This  partiality  increased  with  my  years 
until  it  became  almost  immovably  fixed.  About 
this  time  I  married  and  removed  to  the  town  of 
Southampton,  Mass. ;  here  we  attended  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Rev.  Vincent  Gool,  a  must  rigid  Cal¬ 
vinist.  In  this  place  we  enjoyed  as  much  hap¬ 
piness  as  we  could  reasonably  expect.  Nothing 
seemed  to  intervene  in  the  least  to  mar  our  hap¬ 
piness.  The  kindness  we  daily  received  from  the 
inhabitants  convinced  us  that  we  were  among 
friends.  This  happy  state  of  things  continued 
about  three  years  ;  when  it  pleased  God  to  cause 
me  to  pass  through  scenes  unknown  or  felt  before. 

13y  accident  a  book  fell  into  my  hands,  written 
by  a  Universulist.  'riiis  book  1  was  determined 
to  refute  by  the  plain  testimony  of  the  written  word 
of  God.  but  judge  of  my  surprise  when  1  found 
the  arguments  of  the  author  unanswerable  by 
Scripture  testimony.  My  heart  sickened,  and  my 
soul  died  within  me.  My  joy  all  fled  from  me ; 
an  impenetrable  cloud  shrouded  all  my  future  pros¬ 
pects.  The  arguments  contained  in  the  book  were 
continually  in  my  mind.  1  frequently  awoke  from 
sleep  in  a  profuse  sweat,  my  mind  was  so  exercised. 
Notwithstanding  my  determination  not  to  yield 
myself  a  willing  sacrifice  to  this  awful  delusion, 
(which  I  viewed  worse  than  death,)  still  1  found 
my  mind  giving  way  under  the  weight  of  argument. 
At  length  the  light  of  life  rent  the  veil  in  sunder ; 
light  immortal  and  love  divine  awoke  my  slumber¬ 
ing  senses,  and  the  mural  sky  was  clear  as  the 
noon-day  sun.  A  spark  of  heavenly  love  was  lit 
up  in  my  soul,  and  I  trust  it  will  never  be  extin¬ 
guished  until  it  mingles  with  the  light  of  immor¬ 
tality.  I  no  longer  conferred  with  flesh  and  blood  ; 
but  in  the  strength  of  that  grace  which  caused  dark¬ 
ness  to  flee  before  me,  1  proclaimed  a  Saviour  fur 
Hie  whole  world. 

And  three  long  years  I  contended  with  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  God’s  impartial  grace,  with  no  one  to 
stand  on  my  right  or  my  left,  with  parents,  bro¬ 
thers,  sisters,  wife,  minister  and  people  most  bit¬ 
terly  opposed.  Nor  yet  had  I  ever  heard  one  of 
the  advocates  of  God’s  impartial  grace  preach  or 
converse  upon  the  subject.  Persecution  the  most 
bitter  fell  to  my  lot.  Revenge  haunted  me,  and 
sought  to  wound  me.  My  friends  became  cold  and 
indifferent ;  I  became  as  an  alien  to  the  one  to 
whom  1  had  plighted  my  solemn  vows  ;  trouble 
surrounded  me  on  every  side  ;  and  had  it  nut  been 
fur  the  laws  of  my  country  preventing,  I  verily 
think  my  soul  would  lung  since  have  ascended  to 
heaven  in  a  flame  from  the  burning  stake.  At 
length  Mrs.  Barns  came  into  a  lull  lielief  of  this 

florious  truth  of  God’s  unchangeable  love.  Mr. 
juther  Work  and  lady  also  came  into  the  faith. 
We  now  numbeted  four.  And  we  thought  it  advi¬ 
sable  to  have  some  one  to  break  to  us  the  bread  of 
life,  neither  of  us  having  ever  heard  one  of  that 
order  preach.  1  accordingly  wrote  to  Br.  Husea 
Ballou,  2d.  then  of  Stafford,  Conn.,  to  come  and 
deliver  a  lecture  on  a  week  day,  which  he  did. 
This  was  the  first  sermon  ever  delivered  in  that 
town  by  a  minister  of  our  order. 

This,  1  find  by  a  reference  to  his  letter,  was  on 
dM  2dth  of  October,  1820.  The  following  June 
Br.  C  ■■■-,  from  Hartford,  preached  with  us.— 
Tto  independent  course  brought  down,  the  ven-i 


geance  of  the  minister  and  people  upon  us  ;  but 
the  ••  grace  of  God  was  suflicieiit  for  us.”  And 
iiy  the  same  rich  grace  I  still  live  a  witness  to  both 
small  and  great,  of  the  unchangeable  goodness  of 
God.  And  notwithstanding  it  has  ever  been  my 
lot  to  be  cast  among  the  enemies  of  unlimited  grace. 
^till  th.at  hope  wliii  li  is  as  an  anchor  to  the  soul  has 
hitherto  supported  me.  And,  Br.  Skinner,  1  can 
truly  say,  although  surrounded  by  tire  and  brim¬ 
stone  on  three  sides  (at  least),  not  one  liair  of  my 
head  is  scorched,  nor  has  the  smell  of  fire  passed 
upon  my  garments. 

I  received  a  prospectus  from  you  requesting  me 
to  procure  subscribers — 1  have  done  all  1  could  lor 
you.  1  have  a  family  of  six  children  mostly  de¬ 
pendent  on  my  labor  fur  their  support.  Not  only 
so,  I  keep  no  burse,  consequently  1  am  under  the 
necessity  of  doing  my  running  about  on  foot.  your| 
request  is  reasonable,  and  tlie  object  a  laudable  one.  | 
But  these  extreme  cold  Winter  evenings,  incline  I 
me  to  the  fireside,  being  somewhat  advanced  in| 
years.  Still  1  hare  procured  a  few  names  [ten  in 
number]  to  your  valuable  paper.  And  were  you] 
acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  people  in  this] 
section  of  country,  (especially  in  Harpersville, ) 
you  would  be  constrained  to  .say,  “  well  done,  good 
and  faithful  servant,  you  are  well  entitled  to  tlie 
ninth  copy  gratis.”  [Here  follow  the  names.] 

Yours  in  faith  and  love,  Daniel  Barns. 

HarperstiUe,  Jamtary  10,  1835. 

I  Far  the  Magazine  and  Advocate.) 

Messrs.  Editors — Encouraged  by  the  liberal 
principles  on  which  your  enlightened  and  indepen¬ 
dent  journal  is  conducted,  1  would  beg,  through  the 
medium  of  its  columns,  to  lay  before  the  public  a 
statement  of  facts  connected  with  a  theological 
discussion  which  was  expected  to  take  place  in  this 
village,  (Merrickrille,  U.  C.,)  a  short  time  ago, 
between  the  Rev.  Benson  Smiili,  the  great  cham¬ 
pion  of  Methodism  in  this  pan  of  the  country,  and 
Dr.  B.  R.  Church,  a  strenuous  supporter  of  the 
doctrine  of  free  grace  and  the  final  salvation  of  oil 
mankind. 

1  am  aware  you  w  ill  naturally  conclude  that  this 
part  of  Canada  must  be  the  hoi-bed  of  Methodism, 
from  my  present  application  for  a  place  in  your  re¬ 
spected  journal ;  and  I  would  say  you  arc  nut  far 
from  the  mark  ;  inasmuch,  as  newspaper  establish¬ 
ments  in  this  part  derive  their  principal  support 
from  that  worthy  and  enlightened  body  ;  and  you 
know  it  is  no  more  than  good  policy  to  please  tliat 
part  of  the  community  on  whom  depends  the  sea¬ 
sonable  boiling  of  our  Jlesh  pots,  'riiis  is  a  con¬ 
sideration  that  should  nut  be  overlooked,  and,  in¬ 
deed,  1  am  warranted  in  stating  that  the  conductors 
of  newspapers  here  amply  support  their  credit  in 
that  way,  as  they  exercise  the  greatest  prudence  in 
attending  to  all  those  punctilios  that  might  wofully 
give  oflence  to  a  fat  list  of  subscribers.  But  to 
return  to  the  subject  from  which  1  have  digressed. 
This  wonderful  discussion  was  anxiously  expected 
to  take  place  by  the  whole  Methodist  body,  as  tin  y 
entertained  the  strongest  hopes  of  being  witness  ul 
the  great  overthrow  of  Universalism  in  this  neigh¬ 
borhood,  and  the  discomfiture  of  the  Doctor. 

What  gave  rise  to  the  anticipation  of  a  debate 
was,  the  mighty  boasting  of  the  Rev.  gentleman  in 
question,  who  stated  that  he  could  cun  lute  the  Doc¬ 
tor  by  asking  him  three  questions — also,  that  the 
Doctor  felt  always  a  degree  of  excitement  in  his 
(Mr.  Smith’s)  presence.  These  reports  having 
reached  the  Doctor,  surprised  him  in  no  small  de¬ 
gree,  particularly  the  latter  part  of  the  Rev.  gen¬ 
tleman’s  statement.  He  was  nut  aware  of  any  tre¬ 
mor  or  excitement  that  had  taken  place  on  his  part. 
He  had  passed  a  good  date  through  life— had  gra¬ 
duated  in  one  of  the  United  States  Colleges  as  a 
physician — had  taken  his  degrees  at  home- was  a 
magistrate,  also  a  commissioner  of  the  court  ol 
kings,  a  commissioner  of  the  court  of  requests, 
with  a  number  of  other  situations  under  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  his  country — and  from  these  circum¬ 
stances  the  public  may  imagine  that  the  Doctor 
must  be  possessed  of  very  soft  feelings  to  blush  at 
the  approach  of  an  itinerant  Methodist  preacher, 
who  had  just,  a  short  time  previously,  thrown  aside 
the  axe  in  order  to  obtain,  if  not  a  more  honest,  at 


least,  11  mure  easy  livelihood.  Mr.  fi^niitli,  it  i» 
true,  had  a  wonderful  talent  for  the  study  of  Aiiii- 
Universalism,  and  in  this  lie  cut  an  admirable  figure, 
especially  wlicn,  surrounded  by  a  crowd  ofbigoii  d 
fanatics,  he  received  the  adulations  of  those  wIioNe 
feelings  he  frequently  worked  up  to  the  higliest 
state  of  frenzy.  If  the  Doctor  happened  to  wait 
on  any  friend  to  meeting,  where  Mr.  Smith  wi« 
the  speaker,  he  was  sure  to  get  many  iiard  nilis, 
pointedly  aimed.  On  one  occasion  I  heard  ilu-m 
call  upon  God  to  come  down  and  work  a  wonder 
among  them  by  striking  the  Doctor’s  knees  with 
feebleness  and  his  eyes  with  blindness,  so  that  u 
!  might  induce  him  to  go  forward  with  the  mourners 
jand  be  prayed  for ;  but  all  to  no  purpose,  the  Doo- 
;tor  was  as  firm  as  n  rock  and  only  pitied  their  folly. 

In  consequence  of  these  circumstances,  the  Doctor 
I  sent  him  a  challenge  to  meet  him  in  public  debate 
Ion  doctrinal  points,  which  was  accepted  by  Mr. 
Smith,  and  the  time  and  place  were  appointed  for 
the  discussion. 

Now  mark  the  fortitude  of  this  mighty  cham¬ 
pion  of  Methodism.  After  duly  considering  what 
he  had  undertaktn,  and  weighing  in  his  mind  the 
circumstances  connected  with  it — that  notwith¬ 
standing  the  Doctor  bore  the  appellation  of  a  Un»- 
versalist.  infidel,  or  whatever  name  the  good-na¬ 
tured  Partialists  were  pleased  to  call  him.  yet  ha 
possessed  n  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  a  fund 
of  solid  and  sound  aroument,  ngood  judgment  and 
good  sense,  that  he  (Mr.  Smith)  could  nut  pretend 
[to,  he  resolved  to  evade  the  meeting,  by  assuming 
I  to  himself  the  right  of  prescribing  such  regulations 
[and  limitations  for  the  proposed  debate  ns  the  Doc¬ 
tor  would  most  likely  object  to.  But  no,  it  would 
not  do.  The  Doctor  was  willing  to  concede  to 
every  preliminary  in  order  to  bring  the  matter  to 
trial.  Letter  after  letter  came  to  the  Doctor  with 
new  objections,  but  it  was  as  idle  as  beating  the  air, 
he  was  so  stupidly  condescending  that  he  did  nut 
discover,  or  at  least  seemed  not  to  observe,  the  ca¬ 
villing  sophistry  of  his  reverend  antagonist.  He 
had  entered  the  field  of  argument,  and  would  not 
be  diverted  from  his  purpose.  At  length  the  day 
for  the  expected  debate  arrived.  The  Doctor,  with 
a  few  friends  and  a  reporter  to  take  notes  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  discussion,  was  at  the  place  ap¬ 
pointed,  in  due  time.  Many  of  the  Methodist 
brethren  were  seen  driving  into  the  village,  but 
mirabile  dictui!  their  mighty  champion  had  de¬ 
serted  their  cause  !  “  Tell  it  not  in  Gath,  publish 
it  nut  in  the  streets  of  Askelon,  lest  the  daughters 
of  the  uncircumcised  rejoice.” 

But  some  may  be  so  impertinent  as  to  inquire 
why  Mr.  Smith  did  not  attend  after  he  had  made  the 
appointment  himself?  It  cannot  be  expected  that 
he  dreaded  meeting  any  disgrace  in  entering  the  list 
of  controversy  with  a  Universalist !  Ah,  no;  he 
had  no  such  fears,  but  he  says  that  he  had  altogether 
forgotten  the  day — it  had  entirely  escaped  his  ro»- 
rnory  ! 

I  would  beg  leave  further  to  observe,  that  (lest 
some  people  might  say  the  above  statement  origi¬ 
nated  in  prejudice,  either  to  Mr.  Smith  or  to  the 
religious  body  to  which  he  belongs,  or  comes  from 
the  pen  of  a  Universalist,)  I  never  had  the  honoi 
of  being  a  member  of  that  denomination  of  Chris¬ 
tians,  but  have  been  bred  in  the  principles  of  the 
church  of  England,  to  which  I  have  always  firmly 
adhered.  However,  I  trust  I  am  divested  of  that 
unhallowed  bigotry  which  1  have  discovered  exist¬ 
ing  among  the  various  sects  of  Methodists  here, 
and  whose  deadly  hatred  to  each  other,  I  hope,  has 
taught  me  a  useful  and  moral  lesson.  O  bigotry, 
thou  art  indeed  a  poisonous  draught — thou  hast  been 
the  bane  of  society  in  every  age  !  thou  art  the  de¬ 
stroyer  of  every  moral  and  social  tieof  friendship— 
Thou  hast  severed  the  bonds  of  philanthropy  and 
good  will  among  mankind!  What  evil  has  thy 
baneful  and  withering  influence  not  accomplished  ! 
thou  hast  depopulated  nations,  and  carried  fire  and 
sword  into  every  quarter  of  the  world — oceans  ol 
human  blood  have  been  sacrificed  at  thy  shrine,  to 
satisfy  thy  ungovernable  rage— and  all  this  was 
done  under  the  cloak  of  religion  !  May  I  be  a  strsn- 
ger  to  thy  demoniac  influence  for  ever. 

1  am,  yours  kc.,  W.  F.  M. 

MerriskmiU,  U.  C.,  Feknary  4, 1835. 
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Utica,  Saturday,  Febp-uary  21,  1835. 

RELIGIOUS  education . NO.  II. 

My  first  nuintxir  just  filled  out  the  column— I  had  not 
room  Cor  another  .sentence,  and  was  unwillingly  obliged 
to  promise  another  number.  How  I  came  to  get  out| 
of  my  hurry,  and  to  waif  so  leisurely  till  the  presentj 
time,  would  puzzle  me  to  tell,  and  you  to  hear.  So| 
without  further  preface,  1  will  cdnclude  my  remarks 
upon  the  subject  in  such  manner  that  if  you  have  for-| 
giitteti  my  first  article,  you  will  not  know  that  this  has 
any  connexion  with  it.  This  shall  be  an  indcpendai! 
Dumber  on  the  subject. 

Without  reference  or  comment,  therefiire,  I  shall  re¬ 
cord  a  fact,  communicated  to  me  by  a  respectable  and 
iotclligent  lady  of  this  city.  It  has  made  my  nerv  es  thrill, 
and  my  blood  curdle  in  horror,  at  the  effects  produced 
by  teaching  children  the  dogma  of  endless  wo.  I  would 
to  God,  that  all  Partialis  parents  could  have  witnessed 
the  scene  with  their  own  eyes — or  at  least  that  they 
could  hoar  this  lady  describe  it  with  all  the  feeling  which 
the  bare  mention  of  it  renews  in  her  mind.  But  as  that 
cannot  be,  I  beg  the  reader  to  remember  constantly,  in 
reading  the  following  account,  that  it  describes  a  fact 
for  which  names  can  bo  given,  and  witnesses  adduced  ;j 
and  1  call  on  them  b)  give  the  feelings  all  the  room  which 
its  occurrence  before  their  eyes  would  most  probably 
have  excited.  I  cannot  give  the  lady’s  exact  words — 1 
only  pretend  to  record  the  substance  of  her  narrative. 

“  Our  neighbor”  said  she,  ‘‘  had  a  little  daughter — 
about  four  years  of  age — a  lively  interesting  little  girl. 
She  was  sent  to  an  infant  (nr  Sunday)  school  and  duly 
taught  in  the  horrors  of  Partialism — of  a  lake  of  fire  and 
brimstone  in  another  world,  that  should  never  go  out — 
and  told  that  if  she  was  bad  she  would  go  there  afier  death. 
One  day,  poor  Jane,”  [for  so  I  shall  call  her,]  "was 
dreadfully  burnt — her  mouth,  throat  and  lungs  all 
•corched  with  the  flames — by  accident.  When  I  came 
into  the  house,  she  cried  out  ‘  Oh,  Mrs.  B.,  I  am  burnt 
— lamburntl  1  shall  die  I’  *  I  hope  not,’  said  those 
who  stood  around.  ‘  Oh,  yes said  the  little  sufferer, 
pale  with  anguish  and  shuddering  in  horror,  ‘  Oh,  yes; 

1  shall  die,  and  then  I  must  go  into  that  place  that  burns 
With  fire  and  brimstone!  with  Jtre  and  brimstane  I !  /” 
She  shrieked  in  agony  at  the  bare  thought — not  at  the 
pain  the  temporal  fire  had  filled  her  with— no ;  that  was 
Dothing,  as  it  were  to  her  terrified  mind— but  the  fire 
thatendctii  not,  and  is  so  much  hotter  and  unendurable — 
oh,  what  agony  the  fear  of  thatcreated  1  And  as  the  poor 
little  sufferer  shuddered  in  convulsions,  and  screeched 
in  ail  the  agony  of  despair,  tho  Partialists  around  en¬ 
deavored  to  console  her  by  saying,  ‘  Oh,  I  hope  not — I 
no,  no,  you  have  been  a  good  girl — that  place  is  for| 
none  but  bad  people — Jane  is  too  good  to  go  there,’  &c.  j 
&c.  Du  you  not  now  see,  said  I,  the  wickedness  ofyour 
teaching  children  such  stuff,  and  poisoning  the  mindj 
with  such  terrors  t  You  teach  them  this  doctrine,  from 
day  to  day,  and  now,  when  she  is  almost  distracted  with 
Um.  belief  of  its  truth,  you  try  to  obviate  its  horrid  effects 
by  telling  her — not  that  your  teachings  are  false,  but 
that  she  is  a  good  girl — she  is  not  a  bad  girl — when,  per¬ 
haps,  you  have  called  her  a  bad  girl  five  or  six  times  this 
very  day  I  They  replied  not,  and  tho  little  girl  raved 
on  and  screeched — not  at  the  thoughts  of  dying  but — 
at  the  fear  of  going,  nfter  death,  into  that  endless  fire 
that  burns  with  brimstone — ‘  with^e  and  brimstone  1 1’ 
O,  the  agony  that  little  innocent  suffered — screeching 
till  the  blood  curdled  and  the  hair  rose  with  horror,  fall- 1 
ing  from  one  agony  and  convulsion  fit  into  another,  until 
Ihaswollen  tongue  and  inflamed  lungs  refused  utterance 
to  her  feare  and  terrors — when,  saying,  ‘  I— can*  t — 
apeak,*  bar  features  (convulsed  and  ghastly)  and  her'' 


'  eyes  (rolling in  fitful  apprehension  of  the  endless  pains' 
of  fire  and  brimstone)  spoke  too  plainly  what  distracted 
her  tender  mind,  and  filled  with  more  than  mortal  puisoii 
her  dying  hour.” 

I  will  add  no  comments — this  fact  speaks  for  itself 
against  the  worse  than  fully  of  teaching  a  useless  creed,  j 
ijeven  admitting  it  true,  tu  children.  Let  parents  reflect 
j|  upon  its  lessons,  and  learn  from  the  experience  of  others, 
{{ere  it  be  tuo  late.  A.  B.  G. 

MIRACLES. 

Messrs.  Editors — The  answer  given  to  thethird 
question  of  your  Ohio  correspondent — “  Is  belief 
111  the  account  of  miracles  said  to  have  been  wrought 
by  Christ  and  his  aposiles,  as  recorded  in  llie  New 
Testament,  absolutely  necessary  to  Christianity  ?” 
is  far  from  being  satisfaetory,  as  answered  in  the 
affirmative. 

That  the  truth  of  the  lung  train  of  splendid 
miracles  wrought  by  Christ  and  his  opostles  is  be¬ 
lieved  and  ought  to  be,  by  Christians  generally,  is 
admitted  ;  but  not  as  a  sine  quit  non  of  Christianity. 

Miracles  had  their  use  nt  the  iniruduction  ol 
Christianity,  tu  draw  the  attention  of  mankind  ; 
and  a  belief  in  them  certainly  toas  necessary  then 
to  confirm  the  divine  mission  of  the  first  teachers : 
they  were  then  exclusive  evidence,  there  being  no 
other  evidence  of  an  external  kind,  that  Cod  was 
with  them,  spoke  through  tlnun,  and  acted  by 
them  ;  and  thus  was  Christianity  established.  But 
now  it  is  established,  miracles  cense  ;  tliat  kind  of 
evidence  is  no  lunger  wanted  ;  and  those  miracles 
said  to  have  been  wrou-jln  by  them,  are  to  us,  at  this 
distance  of  lime,  no  evidence.  They  were  certain¬ 
ly  to  the  first  Christians  ;  but  the  end  being  ac¬ 
complished  lor  which  they  wcrif  introduced,  riiiine- 
ly,  the  establishment  of  a  purer  worship,  brighter 
prospects,  and  more  cheering  hopes,  they  have 
long  censed,  and  their  records  are  read  only  ns 
historical  facts,  and  accredited  as  the  means  made 
use  of  by  a  benevolent  Being  to  introduce  a  better 
system  amung>t  Iris  rational  creatures. 

Christianity  now,  at  this  time,  docs  not  rest  on 
the  belief  of  npracles  said  to  have  been  perfurmcc! 
eighteen  hundred  years  ago,  however  firmly  these 
facts  arc  recorded,  or  however  strongly  attested. 
It  now,  and  has  dune  for  ages,  makes  its  appeal  tu 
the  first  principles  of  our  nature,  as  calculated  tu 
exalt  our  frail  natures  tu  an  approximation  of  the 
divine  Nature;  to  produce  all  tiiat  is  excellent  in 
public  or  private  life.  It  is  now  universally  ad¬ 
mitted,  **  that  Christianity  is  the  highest  style  of 
man”  ;  that  which  gives  politeness  to  the  gentle¬ 
man  ;  integrity  to  the  statesman,  as  well  ns  to  the 
merchant,  mechanic,  and  laborer  ;  fits  the  mind 
for  the  enjoyment  of  prosperity,  and  to  endure 
adversity  ;  gives  courage  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
and  submission  to  uncuntroinble  events  ;  is  the 
best  principle  that  can  be  taught  to  the  young,  ' 
and  the  best  thing  for  the  practice  of  the  aged. —  ! 
What  other  recommendations  or  facts  does  it  re-  | 
quire  to  make  it  believed  in  1  What  greater  evi¬ 
dence  can  be  produced  or  required  that  it  is  of  di-  | 
vine  origin  1  It  is  evidence  sufficient  to  cunsti-  j 
tute  a  Christian  in  faith  and  in  practice. 

That  a  belief  in  the  miracles,  any  farther  than 
as  historical  facts,  faithfully  narrated,  is  not  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  to  Christianity  is  abundantly  proveii 
by  tlie  fact  that  they  are  never  resorted  to  in  any 
religious  controversy  as  proofs  of  any  creed,  or  ad¬ 
duced  in  behalf  of  any  tenet,  or  urged  ns  a  recom¬ 
mendation  of  candidates  to  church  fellowship  ;  nor 
ever  attempted  to  be  elucidated  from  the  pulpit,  any 
farther  than  as  farts,  having  no  practical  tendency 
on  the  morals  of  Christians. 

That  the  belief  in  miracles  is  not  absolutely  ne¬ 
cessary  to  Christianity  was  practically  evinced  by 
the  late  excellent  Rammuhund  Roy,  who,  in  trans¬ 
lating  the  Gospels  into  Hindostanee  for  the  use  of 
his  countrymen,  leA  out  the  whole  train  of  miracles, 
and  called  his  work  **  the  precepts  of  Jesus,”  as  it 
contained  only  the  sayings  of  his  divine  Master, 
without  note  or  comment ;  and  is  the  best  attempt 
to  form  the  whole  Christian  character,  in  either 
Heathen  or  Christian  minda  now  extant,  by  bring¬ 
ing  forward  to  view  the  only  materials  fitted  for 
that  purpose,  divested  of  all  extraneous  matter.  (I 


dl 


wish  the  English  translation  belter  known.^  t  am 
also  aware  of  the  opposition  it  met  with  from  the 
Baptist  missionaries,  which  is  only  another  record 
of  the  pertinacity  of  preconceived  opinions,  and 
the  tenacity  of  sectarianism. 

TIint  a  belief  in  miracles  is  not  absolutely  ne¬ 
cessary  to  Christianity,  is  the  astounding  foci  that 
they  effi'Ct  no  change  of  heart,  nor  are  calculated 
to  cure  any  immoral  propensity ;  but  after  all, 
pure  Christianity  must  rest  on  its  own  basis,  as 
fitted  to  improve  our  natures  as  our  natures  are  made 
suscejRible  of  improvement  by  its  influence.  It 
may  he  truly  said,  no  socket  was  ever  better  fitted 
to  a  hall,  and  vice  versa,  than  Christianity  is  to 
model  the  mind,  and  the  mind  to  be  mtaleled  by  it. 

Perhaps  miracles  were  never  wrought  as  proofs 
of  the  truth  of  any  religion  ;  because  if  it  is  truth 
it  wants  no  other  evidence  but  its  own  truth  :  mi¬ 
racles  seem  to  have  been  performed  or  worked  by 
the  Deity,  only  in  confirmation  of  the  mission  of 
the  person  said  to  perform  them,  to  arrest  the  at¬ 
tention  of  mankind  to  his  assertions  ;  not  ns  a 
proof  of  the  truth  of  his  assertions,  but  that  the 
person  who  delivers  them  is  inspired  or  authorized 
by  the  Deity  thus  to  speak. 

For  my  own  part  I  can  conceive  it  possible  for 
a  person  who  may  not  chance  to  believe  that  pure 
water  was  turned  into  wine,  or  a  small  portion  of 
alimentary  food  so  suddenly  increased  as  to  satisfy 
the  cravings  of  thousands,  that  nevertheless  he  may 
imbibe  the  spirit  of  Christ,  and  thus  be  his  indeed  : 
that  he  may,  notwithstanding,  be  lieve  that  kts  words 
are  spirit  and  life,  are  immortal  food,  calculated, 
by  practice,  to  renew  the  mind,  renovate  the  afifec- 
lions,  and  exalt  the  man  ;  and  thus  become  a 
Christian  in  whom  there  is  no  guile. 

All  assent  to  past  facts  or  principles  must  be  on 
evidence  only,  and  is  much  weakened  by  remote¬ 
ness  of  time,  or  circumstances  ;  but  an  assent  to 
Christianity  is  made  by  an  immediate  appeal  to 
the  best  affections  of  our  heqrts  and  natures,  not 
requiring  an  ascent  into  heaven  or  a  descent  into 
the  grave  ;  but  its  evidences  are  within  us,  even  in 
our  mouths  and  hearts,  a  much  belter  evidence,  and 
more  absolutely  necessary,  than  a  belief  in  past 
scenes  however  splendid. 

At  all  events,  my  opinion  will  nut  alter  the  real 
state  of  things,  it  may  excite  useful  discussion,  and 
thus  subserve  the  ends  of  truth.  Nemo. 

REMARKS. 

We  fiilly  agree  with  ‘‘  Nemo”  in  regard  to  the  intrin¬ 
sic  excellencies  of  Christianity ;  its  adaptation  to  the 
nature  ind  wants  of  mankind,  and  to  promote  their 
highest  and  best  interest  and  happiness.  We  also  agree 
with  him  in  the  idea  that  the  intrinsic  excellencies  and 
obviously  divine  character  of  the  principles  and  precepts 
of  Christianity,  are  in  themselves  very  strong  and  to  us 
irresistible  and  conclusive  evidence  of  the  truth  and  di¬ 
vinity  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  But  for  all  this,  we  are 
unable  to  see  that  we  were  wrong  in  the  answer  we 
gave  to  the  question  of  our  Ohio  correspondent  Our 
answer  was  in  these  words;  “  We  think  a  belief  in  the 
miracles  wrought  by  Christ,  as  recorded  in  the  New 
Testament,  absolutely  necessary  to  constitute  a  Chris- 
tian  in  faith.”  We  did  not  say  this  was  necessary  to 
constitute  a  Christian  in  practice  but  Mtn  faith.”  We 
are  aware  that  even  a  dost  or  a  Pagan  may  practice  the 
principleiand  precepts  of  Christianity  without  believing 
the  system  to  be  of  divine  authority.  But  we  must  con¬ 
fess  that  to  us  it  appears  somewhat  paradoxical  for  a 
person  to  receive  and  acknowledge  Christianity  to  be 
of  God  and  of  heavenly  origin,  from  reading  the  Ntm 
Testament,  whHe  at  the  same  time  he  rejects  as  spvi- 
ous  and  false,  a  great  part  of  that  volume  from  which 
his  knowledge  of  the  system  is  derived,  and  euppoaee 
that  the  very  men  who  were  instrumental  in  estmhUdting 
it,  and  whose  writings  are  the  only  correct  fountain 
whence  to  derive  a  knowledge  of  the  same,  were  guilty 
of  recording  the  grossest  offaUehoods  andfairuatiaiu, 
in  order  to  give  credibility  to  their  account  and  gain 
proselytes  to  their  system  1 

As  Nemo  admiu  the  necessity  of  miraelns  in  thn  fiiwt 
Mtabliehnant  of  Christianity,  and  not  only  m,  b«(  al- 
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lows  that  ''they  were  then  exclusiee  evidence,"  can  he 
suppose  that  man  a  consistent  Christian  "  in  faith"  who 
believes  Christianity  was  established  wiihovt  any  evi> 
denceT  It  appears  to  us,  that  if  a  man  believes  Christ 
to  be  the  true  Messiah,  a  teacher  sent  of  God ;  and  his 
apostles,  to  have  been  divinely  inspired  and  directed  by 
Heaven  in  delivering  their  precepts  and  inculcating  the 
principles  of  Christianity,  he  must  of  course  and  una¬ 
voidably  believe  those  same  inspired  men  spake  the 
truth,  and  did  not  lie,  when  they  recorded  the  miracles 


the  places  for  holding  their  assemblies  or  meetiirgs. 
And  hence  the  designation  of  a  church  in  the  house  of 
a  citizen. 

But  these  assemblies  were  neither  more  nor  less  than 
congrtgalions,  convened  for  religious  purposes.  They 
did  not  consist  exclusively  of  believers  and  baptized  per¬ 
sons;  but  included  such  as  were  desirous  of  becoming 
more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel.  Many  of  those  who  attended  the  meetings,  or 
assemblies,  of  the  first  Christians,  were  mere  inquirers, 


wrought  by  their  Master.  We  are  therefore  still  of  the  ^  and  were  promiscuously  gathered,  much  in  the  man- 
opinion  that  “  bclicfin  the  miracles  wrought  by  Christ,  as  i'  ncr  as  the  hearers  of  every  new  sect  are  collected  at  the 
recorded  in  the  New  Testament,"  is  not  only  necessary,  i  present  day. 


tempore.  A  general  idea  of  these  services  may  be  luriii- 
ed  by  referring  to  1  Cor.xiv  :  entire. 

Believers  were  commonly  baptized — and  when  heads 
of  families  received  this  ordinance,  it  appears  to  have 
been  also  administered  to  their  households.  But  hap. 
tism  was  not  iiniforinly  administered  to  believers.  The 
apostle  Paul  aifirms  that  he  baptized  none,  save  a  few 
persons  at  Corinth,  and  gives  as  the  reason  why  he  did 
I  not,  that  "  Christ  sent  him  not  to  baptize,  but  to  preach 
[the  Gospel."  1  Cor.  i :  17. 

I  Of  the  mode  of  baptism  we  have  no  definite  statement ; 
and  are  consequently  lell  to  our  own  inleretices.  And 
||  dispute  as  men  may,  and  have  done,  uhout  the  mode. 


as  a  collateral  brunch  of  faith  but  absolutely  unavoidable^  Such  was,  then,  the  church.  It  was  an  assembly,  or  |  there  is  the  best  reasons  for  believing  that  it  was  ad- 


in  the  mind  of  a  coneistant  believer  of  Christianity.  ;  congregation,  convened  for  the  purpose  of  attending 
We  have  nowhere  contended  “  that  belief  in  mira-!i''P®"  '’•’'■'g'ous  services.  And  it  was  composed  of  both 
clea  any  farther  than  as  historical  facts,  faithfully  record-  ‘  helievors  and  inquirers  after  truth, 
ed,  was  absolutely  necessary  to  Christianity;"  and  asi|  f'*'*’**’  what  has  been  already  stated,  in  respect  to 

"  Nemo"  virtually  admits  thus  much  to  be  necessary  ;  jj '  pri'i'itive  churches,  it  must  be  evident,  that  no  defi- 

it  seems  after  all,  that  the  difference  between  us  organization  could  have  existed.  Tiiose  who  bo- 

scarcely  any  thing  but  a  mere  verbal  one,  especially  as  jh^meconvinced  ofthe  truth  ofChristianity,miide  the  hriefj 
he  admits  that  miracles  “are,  and  ought  to  be  believed  of  their  faith,  that  “Jesus  was  the  Christ.  ’ 

in  by  Christians  generally."  ||Other  than  this,  there  is  not  the  shadow  of  evidence. 

And  as,  from  a  long  and  happy  personal  acquaintance  1; '""S  »P"8toIic  age. 

with  “Nemo,”  we  are  satisfied  he  is  a  sincere  believer''  What  is  now  called  the  “  apostles’ creed,"  and  which 
in  and  warm  friend  to  Christianity,  we  receive  and  re-  li  *'“'‘**  conspicuous  a  place  in  the  formularies  of  some 
mark  on  his  article  in  all  friendship  and  charity,  and  invented  some  ages 

«Uo  „.:.u  _ 'King  in  his  “Critical  History"  of  that  ere 
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ministered  both  by  immersion,  and  by  sprinkling,  or 
pouring.  Pur  it  was  not  the  way  in  which  it  was  done 
—but  the  thing  signified,  that  gave  it  any  iniportuiice. 
One  fact,  however,  in  relation  to  baptism,  should  no 
longer  be  overlooked.  It  is,  that  the  disciples  do  not 
appear  to  have  ever  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  “  Father, 
and  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit," — hut  in  all  cases, 
in  the  “name  of  Jesus  Christ.’’ 

At  the  close  of  public  worship,  the  first  Clirisiians 
{always  partook  of  the  Eucharist,  or  Lord's  supper. 

I  Hence  the  phrase  which  so  often  occurs  in  the  book  of 
Acts,  that  they  “  brake  bread.”  Tliis  was  done  with 
after.  Lord very  little  formality,  and  the  family  where  they  were 
take  our  leave  of  the  subject  for  the  present,  with  our  “Critical  History"  of  that  creed,  says,  “  itj;  asseinbled-sometimes,  perhaps,  aided  by  others-pro- 

beat  wishes  for  his  long  and  useful  life  and  happy  death  "'S'"  Christ,  before  the|;Vided  the  elements.  These  were  administered  by  an 

in  the  full  enjoyment  of  those  divine  principles  which !  '"8  ever  heard 'i  evangelist  if  present,  and  in  Ins  ul.stii.  o,  by  one  of  the 

are  meal  and  drink-spirU  and  life  to  the  soul  of  man.  !■«*■•”  ^nd  he  gives  reasons  sufficient  to  satisfy  all  but  elder  members  of  the  congregation. 

D,  S.  the  credulous  of  ihe  correctness  of  his  remark.  coiniiiuiiicants,  or  partakers  of  the  Eucharist, 

ji  As  to  a  formal  covenant,  which  is  so  uniPjrmly  a  part  '  'vero  all  those  present,  who  were  so  disposed.  There 
I'  of  the  apparatus  of  almost  every  church,  of  every  de-|;  good  evidence  that  even  children,  au.l  perhaps  the 
ji  nomination,  at  the  present  time — the  primitive  churches  |  domestics  of  the  respective  households,  were  partici- 
The  above  expression  is  the  frank  avowalof  the  sen-j;  i,aj  none,  except  the  covenant  of  grace.  They  made|j  pants.  It  was  the  privilege  of  all  who  believed  in  Jesus, 
timents  of  a  respected  ministering  brother,  in  announc-|ino  pledges — but  expected  to  comply  with  the  general  li  and  none  were  prohibited,  except  in  extreme  cases  of  im- 
ing  the  organization  ot  a  church,  through  the  columns, Q^^pgl .  and  do  not  appear  to  consider  jjniorality. 

of  this  paper.  It  is  doubtless,  in  accordance  with  the  gg  amenable  to  rules  that  were  not  obliga‘|j  In  conclusion,  then,  we  conceive  that  every  congre- 

views  of  the  great  majority  of  Universalist  ministers,  ijtQfy  upon  all  mankind.  Tliey  were  indeed  sensible,  |j  gation  of  worshippers  is  a  church,  in  the  proper  sense 
and  certainly  is  with  those  of  the  writer  of  this  article.  jL|,at  it  was  expected  of  them  to  ornament  their  profes-j' of  the  term.  That  we  have  no  right,  from  the  example 
But  it  is  believed  that  the  general  subject  admits  of,  |  Lj  jjy  jjjp  pQ^g^t  morality ;  and  they  were  aware  tlia*!,  of  the  apostles,  to  impose  a  creed,  distinct  from  the  New 
and  requires  some  explanation.  And  as  we  have  loiigjj  standing,  as  disciples,  depended  on  the  decency  !|  Testament,  ujion  men  :  nor  to  institute  rules  of  discipline 
designed,  and  have  often  been  requested  to  bring  it  he-i|j,„j  propriety  of  iheii  conduct.  Still,  no  settled  ruleslj  not  recognized  by  the  primitive  Christians, 
fore  the  public  and  especially  before  Universalists  ■  p  discipline,  other  than  those  laid  down  in  the  dis.||  'Chat  persons  may,  or  may  not  receive  baptisni,ac- 
we  avail  ourselves  of  the  above  remark,  for  that  purpose.  ILjjy^ggg  of  the  apostles,  appear  to  have  existed.  The,  cording  as  they  prefer— or  may  receive  that  ordinance 
In  relation  to  the  organization  o  c  urches,  the  follow- are  the  general  directions!  with  or  without  immersion.  That  communion,  or  the 
ing  questions  are  naturally  suggested.  I  laid  down  in  the  apostolical  epistles,  addressed  to  thel  Lord’s  supper,  is  the  privilege  of  all  believers  every 

What  constituted,  originally,  a  Christian  church! j  ^eina  authorized  to  judge  for  himself.  And  that 
Were  the  primitive  churches  organized  and  disciplined,  I,  therefore,  except  the  New  Testament,  I  though  for  convenience,  it  may  be  necessary  to  appoint 

according  to  the  rules  generally  adopted  among  Chris- ^  confession  of  faith,  a  creed,  a  covenant,  or  ar-;  administrators  of  the  elements,  and  receive  the  names 
UansT  And  were  their  customs  and  usages  such,  as  tf>jitic|eg  of  discipline,  is  wholly  without  warrant  in  the  ex-'  of  communicants,  still  we  approach  nearest  to  the  apos- 
warrant  some  of  the  most  important  practices  by  which  3^^,^  ,,,3  Christians.  Some  of  these,  in 'udic  example,  by  requiring-that  “  every  man  examine 

the  church  IS  now  distinguished?  !  the  changes  of  habits  and  manners  which  have  occur-'  himself."  S.  R.  S. 

1.  In  answer  to  the  first  inquiry,  it  should  be  observed  ni^y  be  tolerated,  as  not  wholly  incompatible  with|| 
that  the  word  eccUsia,  generally  rendered  church  in  the;  the  simplicity  of  the  Gospel.  But  to  bind  the  conscience!  EDITOR’S  TOUR,  CONFERENCE,  &C. 

New  Testament,  meana  any  assembly,  or  concourse  ofi  |,y  the  terms  of  a  creed,  is  spiritual  oppression to  in.|'  I  left  home  on  Saturday,  the  8th  inst.,  and  proceeded 

people,  and  for  any  purpose.  It  occurs  evidently  W'ith  '  gtitute  rules  of  conduct,  which  are  too  generally  viola- |i  by  stage  to  the  village  of  Madison  ;  where,  finding  Br. 
this  meaning,  in  Acts  xix  ;  32  and  41 ,  and  is  in  both  cases  ted  with  impunity,  is  useless.^and  to  organize  a  church  and  sister  Manley  at  the  house  of  our  zealous  and  faith- 
rendered  assembly.  It  would  sound  strangely  in  our  jjggpgfgte  from  the  society  nr  congregation,  is  generally,!  I"ul  Br.  Curtis,  who  were  nil  designing  to  attend  meeting 
care,  had  it  been  translated  by  the  word  church  ,*  for  it  j  |  to  l.ay  a  foundation  for  dissatisfaction  and  heart-burnings '  ■  with  me  on  the  morrow ,  I  concluded  to  stop  for  the  night- 
ia  applied  to  the  disorderly  and  riotous  multitude,  con- ij^gt^^ggn  the  different  worshippers  in  the  same  sane-!  Sunday  was  an  exceeding  cold,  stormy  and  blustering 
gregated  by  the  interested  and  fearful  craftsmen  Ofjjtuary.  'day.  We  rode  directly  facing  the  storm  seven  miles,  to 

Ephesus.  3.  It  was  the  custom  of  the  primitive  church  to  as-!  Pratt’s  Hollow,  whore  w’ns  my  appointment  for  the 

But  the  word  ia  generally  used,  in  the  New  Testa- j|sembla  for  worshipoii  the  first  day  of  the  week,  or  Sun-j  morning.  The  hospitable  mansion  of  our  well  known 

day.  The  apostles,  in  the  first  instance,  availed  them-!;  Br.  Chamberlain  at  this  place,  and  a  noble  Winter’s  fire 
selves  of  the  Sabbath  (Saturday)  meetings  of  the  Jews,  j  blazing  on  the  hearth,  soon  produced  an  oblivion  of  the 
in  their  synagogues,  for  (ireaching  to  the  people.  But  storm.  Our  meeting  was  held  at  the  spacious  srhool- 
the  efcwcA  iu  Ephesus— -addressed,  on  another  occasion,  jjns  goon  as  separate  congregations  could  be  formed,  they  !|  lirjuse,  the  only  commodious  place  of  worship  in 

the  cibircAa*  in  Galatia,  and  salutes  a  church  in  the  house  ijcarried  on  public  worship  independently  of  the  Jews — Ithe  neighborhood,  which  was  completely  filled  and 


ment,  to  designate  an  assembly  for  religious  purposes; 
and  when  so  used,  it  is  rendered  church.  Thus  Paul,  1 
when  at  Miletus,  sent  for  the  elders,  or  presbyters  of, 


of  Aquila  and  Priscilla,  then  in  Rome. 

For  sometimei  it  appears,  the  apostles  were  indulged 


at  least  in  Gentile  countries.  ||  crowded  at  an  early  hour,  notwith-slandiiig  the  incle- 

Their  public  services  consisted  of  singing,  prayer  and  1  money  ofthe  weather.  My  text  was  in  Isa.  xxv ;  6,  7, 8, 


in  speaking  to  die  people  in  the  synagogues.  But  the || preaching,  or  exhortation;  and  on  these  occasions,  dif-!l  and  the  discourse  adapted  to  the  melancholy  occasion 


disturbancea  which  frequently  arose  in  consequence, 
would,  and  evidently  did  induce  them  to  adopt  some 
other  piece  for  dispensing  the  Gospel.  The  private 
4v0lUn|a  of  their  friends,  became,  in  consequence, 


ferent  persons  addressed  the  congregation.  It  does  not  jj  of  the  sudden  death  of  an  amiable  son  of  J.  F.  Cham- 
appear  that  these  addresses  were  modelled  on  the  plan  ij  berhtin.  Esq.,  who  died,  of  cholera,  last  Fall,  on  his  way 
of  regular  sermons — but  were  the  effusion  of  the  mind,  ||  toi  Detroit.  During  the  intermission  we  rode  to  Mor- 
warmed  by  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  truly  ex-''  r»Tille>  a  distance  ef  three  miles,  accompainedby  Capt. 
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The  reader  will  find  occasional  extracts  from  all  of 
them  on  the  last  pages  of  the  respective  numbers  of  the 
current  volume — but  even  with  them  we  can  give  him  but 
a  faint  estimation  oftheir  value.  I  shall,  therefore,  briefs 


Lewis  Iiis7aniili’,  and  the  brethren  who  were  with  us ,  the  charity  of  the  illiberal,  arouse  the  attention  of  the 
III  the  morning, the  storm  and  inclemency  of  the  weather  ij  thoughtless  and  indifferent,  and  solemnly  admonish  the 
still  increasing;  we  stopped  at  the  hospitable  dwelling  Isinner  to  forsake  the  error  and  wickedness  of  his  ways 
of  the  former  wliere  we  h>id  the  pleasure  of  finding  Hr.  j]  and  turn  to  the  precepts  and  virtues  of  a  crucified  Re- 
A  Diiismore  and  his  family-  Hr-  **  worthy  ;|deenier.  It  was  truly  a  season  of  solemn  joy  and  re-'!  ly  observe,  that  though  written  (especially  the  first  and 

preacher  of  our  order,  wlio  has  lately  removed  to  this  ^  freshing  grace  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord.  It  was  jj  third  named)  by  Phrenologists,  yet  they  are  not  necessa- 
Stato  from  Maine  and  c.iininenccd  teaching  an  academy  'truly  gratifying  to  the  Chri.stian  heirtto  witness  so  large;;  rily  connected  with  the  technical  portion  of  that  scionce. 
ill  Vlorrisville.  lie  conies  highly  recoinmeiided  hoth  ia  iiuinber  of  brothers  and  sisters,  in  the  first  orgaiiiza- jTarents,  teachers  of  schools,  medical  men,  and  all  hav- 
as  an  able  and  sncce-srnl  aciiHemic  teacher  and  preach-  jllion  of  the  church,  coining  forward,  giving  their  names  iling  the  charge  ofyoutli,  or  a  relish  for  the  study  of  man, 
er  oftlie  (iospel.  solemnly  pledging  themselves  to  God  and  each  other  jl<-'’*"not  better  expend  two  dollars  than  in  the  purchase 

As  the  severity  of  the  storm  increased,  our  afternoon  !;hi  affection  and  love  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  We  most!- these  works.  The  second,  particularly,  is  well 
meeting  was  not  rs  fully  attended  us  the  morning  had  [  heartily  bid  them  God  speed,  and  wish  them  long  andj'  worth  its  price— fifty  cents— to  every  teacher  and  pa- 
heeii  at  Pratt’s  Hollow,  though  the  number  was  quite Ijuninterruiited  peace  and  prosperity.  '  he  had  at  this  office,  together  with  a  ge- 

respectahle.  A  charity  sermon  was  preached  from  |  Judging  from  present  appearances,  we  cannot  hut  be- jj"®''*' '^“^hs  of  the  phi- 

Luke -X  :  29,  at  tiie  close  ol  which,  a  collection  of  from  |;|iuve  that  our  cause  here  is  prosperous  and  onward. I  *****  fopi-t  pur*  eim  all  from  the  press  above^amed 
twelve  to  thirteen  dollars,  w'as  taken  up  for  the  widow .Many  of  the  most  worthy  and  influential  oftlie  citizen 


A.  B.  G. 


and  orphans  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Freeman.  oftlie  villages  of  Courtland  and  Homer,  and  the  sur-1;  pr.  Charles  S.  Brown,  of  South  Oxford,  having  re- 

After  partaking  of  the  hospitalities  of  our  friends  at  [rounding  country,  are  heart  and  hand  in  the  work;  and  J^.eived  an  invitation  from  the  First  Univers’alial  church 
Morri-sville  for  the  night,  1  took  leave  of  them  on  Mo.-i,^ith  persevering  zeal  and  icatch/ulncss  on  the  part  ofL„d  ^.n^iety  of  Upper  Lisle,  Broome  county,  to  become 
day  morning,  and  proreeU-id,  in  company  with  Ur.  E.  both  pastor  and  people^  the  blessing  of  God  has  acc 

Gage,  to  Ue  Roy  ter,  he  having  come  up  the  preceding  I;  ^iH  attend  their  efforts.  We  trust  and  believe  that  Mt| 
eveni  ng  with  a  view  of  convoying  me  on  my  way  thitlier-  a[,(,ve  meeting  much  good  was  done  in  the  name  of] 
t)n  our  ride  this  day,  we  had  to  face  what  my  friend  ]it|,e  holy  child  Jesus, 
calls  ‘‘the  coldest  wind  that  blows,”  viz.  “  </ie  AWti  ' 
wind  OH  its  tcaybtick.”  In  the  afternoon  1  lectured  iri 
the  Union  churcii  at  De  Riiyter,  (owned  by  Presbyte 
rians  and  Universalists,)  to  a  goodly  and  very  atten 
tive  cup 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

A  sermon  from  Br.  Sanderson,  four  more  from  Br. 
Smith,  the  favors  of  “  A  Sister,”  the  brieftale  of  “  R.,” 

,  anu  umversai.sis,;  lo  a  gooaiy  ano  very  „„  Thursday  morning  took  the  stage  and|j‘»'®  '«««”  E-  G-.”  and  “  S.  A.,”  the  dialogue  of 

congregation,  from  I  Cor.  xni :  6,  and  in  the  home  the  same  evening  about  7  o’clock.  I  -^®v«ral  other  articles,  are  thankfully  re- 


I  Wednesday  evening,  after  meeting,  I  took  leave  ofj 
]our  kind  brethren  at  Courtland,  and  in  company  with 
“’:  Br.  Gage  rode  to  Truxtun,  tarried  over  night  at  Br. 


pastor,  has  accepted  the  same,  and  wishes  all  com¬ 
munications  to  him  directed  to  the  latter  place,  to  which 
he  has  recently  removed. 


Iling  from  Exod.  xiv :  15.  In  this  place  reside  Brs 
Elias  Gage  and  Aaron  Kimie,  two  worthy  mechanics,  ! 
with  fiiimlies,  wiio  both  felt  it  a  duty  last  year  to  com- 1 
inunce  preaching  the  glorious  doctrine  of  a  world’s  sal-  i 
vdlion ;  in  winch  calling  they  engaged  most  heartily  ij 


NEW  PUBLICATIONS. 

I.  ‘‘Combe’s  Lectures  on  Popular  Education.” 

II.  “The  influence  of  Mental  Cultivation  and  Men- 


D  S  I  vcived  and  shall  have  an  insertion  as  early  as  possible. 

RELIGIOUS  NOTl^E^ 

There  will  be  preaching  on  the  first  Sunday  in  March 
'  by  Br.  O.  Wilcox  at  Collinsville — Br.  Sias  at  the  Cold 


,  ,  .  jc  .  I  .•  .1  Spring  Settlemciil—Br.J.  French  at  the  meeting-house 

about  tile  same  time,  and  for  a  number  of  months  past  (g|  Excitement  upon  health.  By  Amariah  Brigham,  |  near  Mr.  Brown’s  in  Champion — Br.  T.  C.  Eaton  at 

they  have  been,  as  far  .as  we  can  learn,  successful  and||  jL  D.”  1  Baldwinsville,  and  in  the  evening  at  Clay  Corners _ By. 

useful  preachers  of  the  truth.  ,  jjj  u  oftlie  elementary  principles  of  Educa-'/’'^®?"  north  part  of  Deerfield— Br.C.  S.  Brown 

On  Touiday  Hr.  ami  «iMcr  Kii.im,  Br.  Gage  |  ,i„„,  f„nn,l,,d  on  the  nndy  of  lire  nalore  of  moo.  By  f  '  !*'  “  meelmS  “ill  bo  held  Ihe  provioua 

„„d  .nyeelf  .fried  for  Conrlla.id  ,dl„ge,  a  di.f me  of  h,  S|,nrr,h.im,  M.  1>."  [  "  Th.,,'  ,,i||  fc,  „„ 

about  twmily  inilo'*,  wliu.ii  wo  roaolieti  u  lillle  before  ,  above  are  not  strictly  new  publications,  as  Honie|,.Mfirch,  by  Ur.  J.  French  at  the  shingled  schooi-huuse 

noon,  and  where  a  two  days  Conference  was  to  hejjQf  have  run  through  several  editions  already;  but)  Palermo — Br.  Doolittle,  for  Br.  C.  S.  Brown,  at 
holden.  Wo  arrived  al.out  the  middle  of  the  morning  i|  f  not  they  are  new  to  a  large  number  of  our  rea-  '  New- Berlin— Br.  L.  C.  Brown  at  Little  Lakes, 

sermon.  Our  sl.iy  here  was  rendered  peculiarly  plea- ,  Jers.  They  are  all  from  the  p^ess  of  Marsh,  Capen ;  „ preaching  on  the  third  Sunday  in 
sant  not  only  by  the  cordiality  and  kindness  with  which  -]  ,„„i  Lyon,  Boston.  And  thougli  somewhat  out  of  the  ]  Br'l'^SKiiWER  ^at  BrUgevvatel^anT* Br^BRowN^at^UftM. 
our  brethren  received  and  eiitertamud  us,  and  by  the range  ofsnhjects  generally  noticed  by  us,  yet  their  great :!  ^  VnKersalist  Conference  will  be  held  at  Upper  Lisle" 

meeting  of  so  many  excellent  brethren  from  abroad,  who,!  merit  and  utility  must  be  my  apology.  !'on  the  fi’sl  V\'ednesday  and  Thursday  in  .March.  Br! 

had  come  to  attej’aji  the  Conlereiice,  hut  also  by  the!!  The  object  of  each  of  these  works  is  the  same.  TheyjiG-  Blown  vyill,  it  is  expected,  be  installed  as  pastor 

interesting  -state  ov'  our  cait-e  here  and  the  character'^ all  aim  to  elevate  the  physical,  moral,  and  intellectual  I! ***®  *1*  pl«ce.  Sermon  by  Br.  O.  Whis- 

,  .  ,  'ill.  I  .  .  _ _  ton.  nr.  Sanderson,  and  other  ministerm*'  brethien 

ol  the  public  meeting  hold  on  the  occasion.  ;jstandard  ot  man.  The  first  named  aims  particularly  to-  are  expteted  and  invited  to  attend. 

Oil  Tuesday,  A.  .M.,  Br.  Charles  S.  Brown  preached  j|Mihstitute  useful  and  correct  practical  knowledge  in  thei]  The  ttiird  quarterly  meeting  of  the  St.  Lawrence  As- 
frorii  J.ihii  iv  :  23.  In  the  afternoon,  Br.  1).  Biddleconi,  ilstead  of  a  mass  of  riilihish,  and  a  long  series  of  merely  snci-atioi  will  be  held  at  Columbia  villase,  Madrid,  on 
from  John  iii:  3.  In  the  cvoiiing,  myself,  from  Psalm i|8howy  accomplishments,  usually  taught  as,  and  called,!!*^’®  March.  J.  Wallace. 

xix:  1-4.  Wednesday,  A.  .M.,  Br.  S.  Ashton,  from  ji/cfiniinff — to  refine,  improve,  and  perfect  the  inrral  and  !-•  G.  Brovvoii  wiB  preach  at  West  Winfield,  on 


C  M.  Hamilioii.'rU.'c.)  for 


,  .  ,  Monday _ 

located  in  Tiilly,)  Brs,  O.  Whiston,  G.  Sanderson,  E-  'tained.  The  object  is  agood,  great,  and  glorious  one — 'I  niiig,  3')th  of  March.  He  will  attend  to  the  businessuf 
Gage  and  Kiiiiie,  were  present,  and  took  parts  inl  and  one  which  all  these  works  seem  rightly  to 

the  services.  At  the  close  of  the  afternoon  sermon  on  ,| ate  in  all  its  difficulties  of  access,  and  its  advantages''  LRTTKR9  OONTAININO  REMITTANCES  ~~~ 
Wednesday,  the  Constitution,  Declaration  and  Covenant  ['  when  eftected.  Yet  these  works  in  all  their  details  are  i  R'ceived  at  Ihii  Qfir^  for  the  week  endiaf  m  Wtdntadwf  last. 
of  the  newly  organized  church  at  this  pl.ace  was  read  j  simple,  easy  to  be  understood,  and  are  addressed  gene-i! 

publicly,  and  had  already  been  signed  by  thirty-five  sis- ,  rally,  as  they  should  he,  to  “  the  common  people,”  as|i  ville,  for  S  C,  N  Rand  JvV—f  --  "’es¬ 

ters  and  sixty -six  brethren,  making  an  aggregate  of  one  well  as  the  learned  and  scientific, 
hundred  and  one  members.  The  church  and  its  ineni-  '  'Pho  second  named  W'ork  parliclarly  points  out  the 
bers  were  tlien  received  by  the  right  hand  of  rell(nv-j!evileirectsofexcessivemeutalexitemeiittiponthe  health  i. 

(hip,  given  by  D.  Skinner,  through  thei 
Sanderson,  and  publicly  recognized  as  i 
in  connexion  with  other  branches  of  our 

scattered  over  our  land.  After  the  recognition  and  ten-  ■  nion  schools. 


der  of  the  fellowship  of  the  churches,  the  Eucharist  was' 
administered, and  a  large  company  of  brethren  and  sisters  j 
in  the  faith  of  Christ  united  in  celebrating  this  affecting] 
memorial  of  our  Master’s  love — an  ordinance,  of  all  I 


Tiie  latter  work  extends  its  observations  to  man  in 
every  condition  of  life— from  infancy  to  manhood — as  a 
citizen,  a  juror,  or  a  lawgiver — from  individuals  to  nations 
— and  applies  the  philosophy  of  the  human  mind  (as 


others  most  happily  adapted,  when  rightly  attended  and  1]  held  by  its  author  in  the  system  so  ardently  promulga- 
duly  appreciated,  to  animate  and  inspire  renewed  zeal  i  ted  by  him,  until  his  death,  under  the  name  Phraiology) 
in  the  Christian  cause,  enkindle  purer  desires,  liolier  to  the  education  of  man  in  all  these  relations— even  to 
and  stronger  affections,  to  strengthen  the  faith  of  thei  the  government  of  idiots  and  the  correction  of  malefac- 
wavering,  confirm  the  hope  of  the  desponding,  enlarge '  tors. 


Clieck— H  E,  Cal-skill— I  S  and  S  R,  Fort  Wayne,  (Ind  t— I  H 
M,  RidersjM.  T.)  for  seIf.N  B,  O  S  and  E  B  I-A  H.  SaamVr- 
fleld,  (M.  T-)— P  M,  Heuvelton,  for  -■‘elf and  8  A— P  M,  Port  Bv. 
rnn,for9elfand  D  P — PM,  West  Peniteld— P M, Jonesvillc^U 
B,  North  Lebanon— P  M,  DarrTown,  (O.)  for  self  and  D  PJV— 
E  and  H  M  and  J  8,  Waddin^on— N  V,  Penn  Van— P  MTal- 
mvra,  for  8  B,  A  M,  D  A, C  T,  J  W,  B  C,  J  S  B  and  W  w’w— 
J  H,Oswe{0,  for  G  G,  N  E,  W  N  C,  M  W,  J  R  and  D  E— Rev 
J  H  W.  RMland,  for  J  W'  H  and  J  E  P— J  R,  Galena.  (III.)  for 
I  W,  Cold  Water— J  R,  Caldwell,  for  selfaud  R  J  K— PJIf.  Flo. 
rida,  (ftlasa.)  for  E  H — E  D  W,  Weal  Bloomfield,  for  I  M  D  F 
J  F  and  W  R— W  R  jr..  Caroline,  for  self.  V  R,  R  H.  J  P,  C  rI  P 
Y  and  W  R  8 — Rev.  J  W,  PoUMMun,  fisr  F  8  and  J  6  A  L. 
for  self  and  8  H  T,  Canandaicoa— P  M,  Amsterdam,  tbr  J  M  C 
J  J,  Champioo  South  Roada,  for  all  aulmeribers  at  that  alaco  W 
8,  Lyoas,  m  self  and  R  A — P  M,  Nelson,  for  R  O  and  BR 


EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE  AND  GOSPEL  ADVOCATE 


y 


_ POETRY. _ _ 

IF0T  th€  Magaiiufad  Adaaeati.l 
ON  CREATION. 

Wbeo  in  nonentiiy  all  nnture  Mood, 

Jehovali  epake,  and,  at  liis  awful  nod. 

Old  Clmos  turned,  and  labored  into  liirth 
Son,  Moon  and  Stars,  and  this  stupendous  earth. 

At  his  command  the  deeps  were  ushered  forth. 

The  Southern  pole,  and  that  which  rules  tlie  North 
Rolled  to  their  splietres,  and  at  his  high  behest 
Darkness  and  day  revolved  iVom  East  to  West. 

Tlie  scaly  tribes,  with  which  tlie  deeps  are  fraught. 

And  winged  songsters,  by  his  hand  were  wrought; 

The  grovelling  beast,  with  tliose  of  keener  sense. 

All  raise  their  voice— proclaim  Omnipotence. 

At  length— to  dnish  all— earth  teems  again. 

And  lol  the  iioblu  structure  of  tlie  niun 
In  God’s  own  image — made  immortul  too — 

Snpremo  lie  reigns  o'er  oil  his  works  below. 

If.  T.  N.  W. 

[StUettifor  the  Magatint  and  Advocate.] 
EARLY  DEATH. 

Ths  early  dead !  their  glorious  rest  our  hearts  may  not  deplore ; 
For  (hough  the  body  turns  to  dust,  the  unlettered  mind  shall  soar 
Above  the  darkness  of  tlie  tomb,  to  lie  a  welcome  guest 
Where  ‘‘the  wicked  cease  from  troubling,  and  the  weary  arc 
at  rest." 

Aad  they  have  leA  a  scene  of  wo,  where  time's  dark  tempest 
brings 

Disease  and  pain,ond  fearfbl  death,  upon  its  sweeping  wings  s 
And  (hey  have  readied  tlie  blest  abode,  at  the  Holy  One's  behest. 
Where  ‘‘the  wicked  cease  from  troubling,  and  the  weary  arc 
at  rest." 

The  reign  of  death,  with  them,  is  past,  and  in  the  heavenly  calm, 
Where  angels  sing  the  holy  song  of  Moses  and  (lie  Lamb — 
AnnKig  the  saints,  (lidr  voice  is  heard,  in  the  anthem  of  the  blest. 
Where  "  Ibe  wicked  cease  from  troubling,  and  the  weary  are  at 
rest."  N.  D. 

O^ard,  Febmarg  10, 1635. 

HUMAN  ENDURANCE. 

Han  little  knows  what  calamities  are  beyond  bis  pa* 
tieuce  to  bear,  till  he  tries  them :  as  in  ascending  ihe 
beights  of  ambition,  which  look  bright  from  below, 
•very  step  we  riseailioivs  us  some  new  and  gloomy 
IMSpest  bT  disa^lMMmeiit -,  no  in  our  libscenu  from 
rnttiiiniti  of  ptsMK,  though  the  vale  of  misery  be- 
iw  teay  appear,  at  first,  dark  and  gloomy,  yetthe  busy 
Kill  attentiTS  to  lU  own  amusaNMiit,  finds,  as  we 
MMndi  sometliinc  to  ftatier  and  {ilease.  Stil,  as  we 
jMVaoh,  III*  darkoHl  ofaiecis  appear  to  brigiteii,  and 
Mlbantal  aye  booottioa  adapted  to  its  gloomy  iituatioii. 
—llnHiUmiiy _ _ 

(fy«a  bighorn  on  Menial  OtltioaUm.]  | 
feHbr-BDUC  ATION. 

Itw  history  of  the  most  distinguished  men  will,  I 
balietf*;  lead  lU  in  the  conclusion,  that  early  mental 
OtilWra  la  not  nweasarv,  in  order  to  produce  Ue  high- 
sal  sowers  of  mind.  Tliere  is  scarcely  an  instance  of 
i  Kmt  OMin,  fine  who  has  accompliahtd  great  rc.<<ulis. 
Mid  has  obtained  the  gratitude  of  mankind,  whoin  early 
Mb  NM>**d  an  education  in  reference  to  Ae  wonderful 
Mots  which  be  afterwards  performed.  The  greatest 
jmtoaopliers,  warriors,  and  poets,  tliose  man  who  have 
IniMd  their  own  obaraoters  upon  the  age  ii  which 
lived,  nr  who,  as  Cousin  says,  havabean  the  "  true 
^tnseiitalives  of  the  spirit  and  ideu  of  their  time,” 
laib  received  no  bettor  educatiM,  when  young,  than 
dfaireasuoiates  who  were  never  kmwn  boyoiidtlieir  own 
Ral|hhorh(M>d.  In  imnoral  their  education  was  but  small 
i*  Mrly  ^Ib.  8«l/.»dueAttoH,  in  after  life,  made  them 
gneM,  so  far  as  aduontiutl  bad  any  efiaet.  For  tJieir  ele* 
rtgion  tbar  wera  indebted  to  no  early  hot-haw  culture, 
bdt,  Rke  the  towering  Oak,  they  grew  up  amid  the  storm 
the  tempest  ragiug  ■round.  Parents,  parses,  and 
enriy  auquaintances,  tii  be  sure,  relate  many  anecdotes  j 
of  the  childhood  of  diatinguisbed  man,  and  they  are 
publisliud  and  credited,  ttut  when  tlte  trulii  is  known, 
•kis  ascertiiined  that  many,  like  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  who, 
auoordiiig  to  Ilia  own  statement,  was  “  inattentive  to 
aludy,  and  ranktd  very  low  in  the  school  until  the  age 
twelve  i”  or,  like  Napoleon,  who  is  de^  ribed,  by 
those  who  knew  him  inlinistely  when  a  child,  s  “  hav- 
iu  #ood  keatlk,  and  in  other  respects  was  ii>  e  other 
b^B,  *  do  not  owe  tbeir  greatness  to  any  early  ;nental 

ypemoirsofike  Patel  ices  afAbmntee.  Tlii«Latfyse)s"My 
awfea  have  a  tbousauil  ilotee  assured  me  that  Nspolean  in  his 
Mbaodluul  Boot  af  ibat  aiiig*lariig  ercliancier  martouicd  to 


application  or  discipline.  On  the  contrary,  it  often  ap-  I  Jn  Marshall,  Oneida  county,  on  the  2il  inst.,  .Mr.  Job 
pears,  that  those  who  are  kept  from  school  by  ill  health  ''rHUcsTiiN,  aged  35  years.  Uy  this  ilispeiisuiioii  of  di- 
ur  some  other  cause  in  early  life,  and  left  to  follow  ivine  Providence,  his  ufilicted  Ihniily  have  been  depriv. 
their  own  inclination  as  respects  study,  manifest  in  after  |ed  of  a  tender  and  atfectionale  huslmnd  and  failier,  and 
life  powers  of  mind  which  make  (hem  the  admiration  of  community  of  one  of  its  must  indu’ilrious  mid  worthy 
I  the  world,  t  citizens.  The  consolations  of  the  Gospel  were  teiider- 

I -  ,  .  .  ed  to  the  relatives,  and  a  numeious  concourse  of  sym- 

t^kakspearc,  Moliere,  Gibbon,  T.  Scoli,  Niebuhr,  W.  Scon,  puihjging  friends  of  the  deceased,  by  Ur.  William  Queal, 

I  Byron,  Franklin,  Kiiicnliouse,  R.  Slieriiiuii,  Professor  l,ec.  Gif-  ofMottville.  .M.  B.  N. 

j  ford.  Herder,  Davy,  Adam  Clarke,  Ac.  Tlie  lust  numed  person  ,  ool  n  n 

I  was  n  very  unpromising  cliild,and  ieurnetl  liui  liilic  before  lie  wns  Aurora,  Erie  county,  on  the  20lh  of  January ,  Caro- 

leiglitorten  years  old,  Uut  at  (Ids  oge  lie  wos  "  uiicoinmoiily  Upai-Uing,  only  child  ot  Lewis  and  Itinna 

{'hardy,"  and  possessed  bo<Jily  strength  superior  to  most  children.  I  Spalding,  aged  three  months.  It  has  been  transplanted 
1;  lie  wus considered  a  “grievous  dii.iee,"  uud  was  seldom  prnis-  I'cavenly  courts  of  Paradue  above  by  the  hand  of 

!jedhyhisfail.erh,nforhi8o6il.tytoraMiar#e.fo»«;  an  ohilily]  ‘  V®  S^eat  Cultivator,  where  it  will  bloom  in  amaran- 

I  however  which  I  conceive  npai  eni  should  he  prouder  to  have  his  I  *  ^  i  •  ..  i  i  i  ooj  j 

konpossess,previousiotl.eagcofsevciioreighi,il.a.ul.a(wl.ich  r«"eral  services  were  attended  on  the  22d,  and 

! Would  eiiuhle  hill,  to  recite  all  Ilia,  is  contained  in  the  Man..-  “  d'^cou^se  ‘lel.vered  by  Ur.  J.  Lewis,  to  an  i.ltenl.ve 
ji  uls,  Mugnzines,  and  books  for  infants  il.ui  have  ever  beeu  puh- 1  synp-tl*'*'"!;  congregation. 

'Iflshed.  In  Norwich,  Chen.'ingo  cniinty,  on  the  2‘Jd  ofJaiiua- 

j|  ^  '  I  ry,  of  scarlet  fever,  Bkadfoku  and  Ei.mika  Wilcox, 

j  APHORISMS.  j  son  and  daughter  oi  Whitniun  and  Elizabeth  Wilcox, 

;  Selected  from  GuLDSMtTH’s  VicAK  OF  Wakkfield.  ti  e  former  aged  21,  and  latter  18  years.  In  the  deaih 

i  A  book  may  be  amusing  with  numerous  errors,  or  it !  ‘'epri- 

I  may  be  very  dull  without  a  single  absurdity.  I  '“d  of  two  oi  its  brightest  ornainents.  Love  y  in  their 

j  The  poorer  the  guest,  the  better  pleased  he  ever  is  .  ‘'’eV  Y®’’"  '!"/  "" 

I  with  being  treated.  ‘“'da  l>af  elapsed  between  the  dcatb  oi  the  two. 

PrematWo  consolation  is  but  the  remembrance  of!  d'od  as  they  bad  lived,  ...tlie  fa.tl.  oi  a  wor  d  . 

salvation.  A  large  coiicoiiise  oi  people  usseinbicd  ou 

That  virtue  which  requires  ever  to  bo  guarded,  is  tlie  occasion,  to  mingle  their  sy...|.aihies  will,  the  oe- 
scarcelv  worth  the  sentinel  roaved  patents  and  moiiiniiig  relatives,  to  whom  lha 

We  arc  not  [always]  to  judge  of  the  feelings  of  others  consolations  and  hopes  of  the  «o8,h!|  vv^e  tendered  by 
by  wl.at  we  might  feel  if  in  their  place.  However  '  ’e  writer  of  this,  iron.  Lam.  in :  31,  32.  (fee^  poetic 
dark  the  habitation  of  the  mole  to  our  eyes,  yet  the  ani-  department.)  N.  U. 

mal  itself  finds  the  apartment  sufficiently  lightsome.  At  Alexander,  Genesee  county,  August  20th,  1834, 
The  jests  of  the  rich  are  over  successful.  Mrs.  Ruth  Kidder,  relict  of  Mr.  John  Kidder,  deceas- 

Such  us  are  poor,  and  will  associate  with  none  but  ed,  aged  55  years.  Also,  at  the  same  place,  NoveiiiW 
the  rich,  are  hated  by  those  they  avoid,  and  despised  by  iyist,  1834,  Mrs.  Cv-thia  Kix,  wife  of  Mr.  Joseph  Rix, 
tliose  they  follow.  lU^q.,  aged  67  years. 

Heaven  we  are  assured,  is  much  more  pleased  to  j  R  is  due  to  the  memory  of  the  above  deceased  sistera 
I  view  a  repentant  sinner,  than  ninety-nine  persons  who  in  the  faith  of  a  world’s  salvation,  to  say,  they  lived 
have  supported  a  course  of  undeviating  rectitude.  And  near  neighbors  to  each  other — were  among  the  first  sel- 
tliis  is  right;  for  that  single  effort  by  which  we  stop  tiers  of  the  above  named  town — lived  to  rear  up  their 
short  in  the  down-hill  path  to  perdition,  is  itself  a  great- 1  respective  families  like  olive  plants  around  them— and 


er  exertion  of  viituc  than  a  hundred  acts  ofjusiice. 


to  see  a  son  of  the  former  married  to  a  daughter  of  tho 


The  first  fault  is  the  child  of  simplicity,  but  every  .  bitter.  They  hud,  also,  the  glorious  satisfaction  of  re 


other  tho  offspring  of  guilt. 

MARRIAGES. 

In  this  city,  on  Thursday,  12th  inst,  by  A.  B.  Grosh, 
Mr.  James  C.  Uonaldsok,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Tur¬ 
ner,  all  of  (his  city.  i 


fleeting  in  their  dying  hours,  that  the  departed  husband, 
of  the  former,  and  the  survivin';  one  of  the  latter,  to¬ 
gether  with  all  the  children,  (except  one,) on  both  sides, 
were  devoted  believers,  and  examplary  Christian  llni- 
yersali.'ts.  Sisters  Kidder  and  Rix  were  among  the  first 
who  united  in  church  fellowship,  when  the  first  Uni- 
versalist  church  was  organized  in  said  town.  They 


I  ,  o  J  1  .  ■  .  I  o  both  died  us  they  lived — lully  resigned  and  reconciled 

In  Clinton,  on  feuiiday  evening,  1st  Hist.,  by  Rev.  S.  I .  i  i  no  _ 

R  c  -.1  i>  ^  r>  M  V  i'  J  •  to  God,  through  a  gracious  Redeemer.  1  he  surviving 

.  Smith,  Rev.  William  E.  Manlev,  of  fredonia.ii.  .  i  .  u  .i  ■  ■  u  i 

Ir*!  .  ..me  c  e.i  p  ’  I  hit.sband  of  the  utter.togeiherwillithesurvivingchil- 

Lhuutauque  county,  to  Miss  Susan  F.  Day,  of  tho  for-  .  jc-  j  i  .  u  .  .  .i  .i  . 

I  ■'*  ’  dren  and  friends,  are  eft  to  mourn,  but  ut as  thoy  that 


'have  no  hope. 


Same  place,  by  tho  same,  on  Sunday  evening,  8(li  The  con.«olalion  of  the  Gospel  of  peace  was  tendered 
inst.,  Mr.  George  W.  Stebbi.ns,  to  Miss  Sarah  AL  on  the  above  occasions,  by  the  writer  of  this,  truni  Matt. 
Daniels,  both  of  Clinton.  y.  45^  a„d  Luke  ii;  29-32. 

At  Russia  Corners,  Herkimer  county,  on  Sunday,  8th  ai  .l  .  o>r.<  1.  nr  r 

,  „  ,  o  r  n'  .  V '"ay , Also,  HI  the  same  town,  27ti»  ult.,  W  olcott,  son  «>f 

inst.,  by  Rev.  I.  15.  Fierce,  of  Irenton,  Mr.  John  nr  i  11  ,  m.  i.  i  10  j 

..  rn  »■  ij  .  M-  u  I.  W'olcolt  and  Lucy  Alarsh,  aged  10  years.  Br.  and 

Schekmekhorn,  of  Deertie  d,  to  Miss  Susan  B.  Lank  '  ■  --  -  ’  -  ..J  * 


.  ..  r  Ks  nil  I.  Cl  I  sister  Alarsh  have  lived  to  rear  a  family  of  nine  children 

,uJe  “ 

■  ■  I  with  by  the  hand  of  the  common  spoiler.  Tlieiramic- 

In  Cortlaiidvilio,  on  Thursday,  January  22d,  by  Rev.  ujon  seemed  to  them  unusually  severe,  yet  they  have  the 

George  Sanderson,  .Mr.  Lttle  t  ukgusun,  to  AliSs  AIary  blessed  ssiisfiictiiin  to  know  that  children  are  the  heri- 
PuTMAN,  both  oflruxton.  Itage  of  the  Lord— yea,  the  Heathen  and  the  utterniost 

In  AIcLean.  on  Wednesday,  4(h  inst.,  by  the  same,  'parts  of  tlie  earth  are  his  possession.  The  consolation 

Air.  Thomas  Haight,  to  Aliss  Lutheua  Reed.  lOf  the  Gospel  was  tendered  on  the  occasion,  to  Uia 

In  McLean,  on  Thursday,  5ih  inst.,  by  the  same,  Mr.  'fo”*  2  Tim.  ii :  9,  10,  by  the  writer. 

Alanson  Woodruff,  to  Miss  Calista  .Marsh.  i _ J.  a.  Flagler. 

In  Virgil,  on  the2d  inst.,  by  Rev.  Hiram  Green,  Air.  ns  a  a 

Amasa  Williamson,  to  Miss  LouisI  Clark.  '  i  THE  MAGAZINE  A.ND  ADVOCATE 

In  Smilhville,  Chenango  county,  on  tho  28th  ulL,  IS  Pl'BLIi«HED  EVERY  SATURDAY 

by  Rev.  C.  S,  Brown,  Air.  David  D.  Holmes  to  Mrs.  Ry  D.  SKINNER.  Fhoprietok. 

LVDIA  m.  liANTAM. 

In  Candor,  on  the  25ih  ult.,  by  Rev.  O.  Wl.iston,  Tbrms.-T..  Mail  and  Office  Suhscril.ers,  .M  1.50  per 
.Mr.  Ephraim  Comstock,  to  Miss  Sar.ih  Scott,  both  of  ,*'* 

Candor.  wiihin  three  months  ;  or  $V.o0,  il  not  paid  within  U$$ 

u  1  .  •  .  1  1  \vear.  No  subscription  received  for  less  tfiaii  one  year, 

in  y^irgd,  on  the  1st  inst  l.y  the  same,  Mr.  Ho-  the  money  be  paid  in  adva.ico ;  and  1.0  pape?di.s- 

RACE  G.  Gleason,  to  Al.ss  Marietta  Chaplin,  boll.  i„ued  till  all  arrearages  are  paid,  except  at  tl.e  dis- 
^  cretiiin  of  the  Publisher.  Agents,  or  Coinpaiiies,  paying 

~  ~  ^  fiir  light  copies,,  will  bo  allowed  the  ninth  copy  gratis  f 

D  E  A  T  H  S  .  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  larger  iiuinher.  All  commu- 

- ; -  nications  by  mail ,  must  be  post  paid,  nr  free. — lEFTo  City 

In  Manchester,  Untario  count)’,  Janiiaiy  31  st,  of  con-  Subscribers,  who  receive  their  papers  by  a  Carrier,  $2 

sumption,  .Mr.  Thomas  Cartak  Sawyer,  youngest  son  per  annum,  payable  in  advance,  or  $3,  if  not  paid  teUkim 

of  Col.  A.  Sawyer,  aged  24  years.  He  bad  just  entered  the  year. 

on  the  theatre  of  active  lile,  and  joined  his  fortune  with  — - - 

an  excellent  and  amiable  woman  ;  who,  with  an  infant  a-  b-  oRosh,  printer. 

child,  and  nuiBerous  relatives  and  friends,  are  left  to  Caaat  BuiliKngs,  eon.er  of  Seneca  and  Liberty-MrectOs 

'iBoiua  over  his  early  and  sudden  departure.  G.  R.  O’ £<iiraDce  by  the  suiira  ea  acaeca-aueci. 
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